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FIFTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  at  its  Annua/  Sessions,  convened  in  Convention,  in  Ba'ti- 
more,  Md. ,  in  the  month  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Seventy-seven. 
The  Sessions  commenced  on  the  evening  of  the  Sev- 
enteenth, and  continued  until  the  night  of 
the  Twenty-third  day  of  the  month, 
inclusive,  at  eleven  o' clock. 


ARTICLE  I. 

OPENING  OF  SYNOD. 

The  Synod  convened  in  Convention,  on  Wednesday  evening,  October 
17th,  A.  D.  1877,  at  Ih  o'clock,  in  the  First  Reformed  Church  of  the 
City  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  pur.suant  to  appointment  of  last  annual  meet- 
ing, and  was  opened  with  the  usual  religious  services.  The  President 
of  the  previous  year.  Rev.  Daniel  Gans,  D.  D.,  preached  the  opening 
sermon  from  1  John  5:12 — •'■lie  that  hath  the  Son,  hath  lift ;  he  that 
hath  not  the  Son  of  God,  hath  not  life.''' 


ARTICLE  II. 
MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

I.    FROM    THE    CLASSIS    OF   ZION. 


Ministers. — Jacob  0.  Miller,  D.  D.,  John  Ault,  Jacob  D.  Zehring, 
Rhinehart  R  Smith,  Aaron  Wanner,  Aaron  Spangler,  Francis  S.  Linda- 
man,  Reuben  Rauhauser,  Israel  S.  Weisz,  D.  D.,  William  H.  Herbert, 
Andrew  J.  Heller,  George  W.  Glessner,  D  D.,  John  Kretzing,  J.  Mar- 
ion Mickley,  E.  Garvor  Williams,  Amos  H.  Kremer,  D.  D.,  William 
F.  Colliflower,  and  William  R.  II.  Deatrich. 

E/dirs. — Charles  A.  Shultz.  Solomon  Schwartz,  Emanuel  Krone, 
Jacob  March,  Charles  Young.  George  W.  Hench,  John  Wehler,  .John 
Hager,  Henry  Hartzel,  Michael  McSherry,  Jacob  Miller,  Alfred  H. 
Addams,  Samuel  R. Weaver,  Henry  M.  Cocklin,and  John  Hefflefinger. 


II.    PROM    THE    CLASSIS    OF    MARYLAND. 

Ministers. — Joseph  W.  Santee,  D.  D.,  Eduiund  R.  Eschbacli,  Wil- 
liam Goodrich,  Simon  S.  Miller,  J.  Spangler  KiefFer,  Daniel  Gans,  D. 
D.,  Mortimore  L.  Shuford,  P.  Allison  Long,  Orange  E.  Lake,  Joel  T. 
Rossiter,  Nehemiali  H.  Skyles,  Henry  Wissler,  T.  Franklin  Hoffmeier, 
Charles  H.  Coon,  Ambrose  C.  Geary,  John  G.  Noss,  Anthony  Shulen- 
berger,  Jonas  B.  Shontz,  George  L.  Staley,  D.  J).,  Abner  R.  Kremer, 
and  licentiate  George  M,  Zacharias. 

Elders. — Andrew  Weagly,  Louis  Markell,  John  Shifler,  David  Zel- 
ler,  George  Frank,  Jacob  H.  Hinea,  Goldsboro  S.  Griffith,  David  S. 
Firor,  Hanson  T.  Rudy,  Christian  M.  Keedy.  Peter  B.  Mikesell,  Josh- 
ua Albaugh,  Joseph  Seibert,  and  J.  Taylor  Motter. 

III.    FROM    THE    CLASSIS    OF    MERCERSBURG. 

Ministers. — William  M.  Deatrick,  Isaac  G.  Brown,  A.  Carl  Whit- 
mer,  John  H.  Sykes,  William  D.  Lefevre,  John  A.  Peters,  Ellis  N. 
Kremer,  David  N.  Dittmar,  John  M.  , Schick,  William  I.  Stewart, 
Isaac  M.  Motter,  William  C.  Cremer,  Milton  H.  Sangree,  Albert  G. 
Dole,  Henry  I.  Comfort,  David  W.  Ebbert,  Jacob  Hassler,  Elnathan 
E.  Higbee,  D.  D.,  and  David  M.  Whitmore. 

Elders. — Isaac  H.  Keefer,  John  P.  Reed,  William  NefF,  Joseph 
Stickle,  Josiah  P.  Diehl,  George  W.  Betz,  Jacob  B.  Resser,  Andrew 
R.  Schnebly,  David  Dunn,  George  Koons,  and  J:  Rhawm  Pague. 

IV.    FROM    THE   CLASSIS    OF    VIRGINIA. 

Ministers. — Henry  St  John  Rinker,  Samuel  N.  Callender,  D.  D., 
Charles  G.  Fisher,  Henry  Tallhelm,  John  C.  Bowman,  Anderson  J. 
Whitmore,  Barton  R.   Carnahan,  George  H.  Martin,  D.  D.,  John  A. 

Hoffheins,  and  Joseph  S.  Loose. 

Elders. — John  H.  Bauserman,  William  A.  Mohler,  Henry  W.  Rol- 
ler, Charles  P.  Matthaei,  Richard  L.  Gray,  Emanuel  Staley,  and  Wil- 
liam W.  Wenner. 

V.    FROM    THE    CLASSIS   OF    NORTH    CAROLINA. 

******** 

VI.    FROM    THE   CLASSIS    OF    SAN    FRANCISCO. 

*******'!' 


Note. — A  number  of  members  appeared  upon  the  floor  of  Synod  after  the  first 
session,  and  hence  their  names  do  not  occur  in  the  order  in  which  they  would  have  ap- 
peared, had  they  been  present  at  the  formation  of  the  Roll  at  the  opening  session.  A 
number  of  members  also  were  granted  leave  of  absence  from  day  to  day. 


ADVISORY    MEMBERS. 

From  the  Synod  of  the  United  States.-^'RQ\s.  W.  E  Krebs,  C.  S. 
'Crerjiard,  G.  H.  Johnston,  S.  R.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  J.  S.  Vandersloot,  and 
licentiate  F.  J.  Sauerbier. 

From  the  Synod  of  Pitts^hurgh. — Revs.  H.  W.  HoiFmeier,  and  J. 
McConnell. 

From  the  Synod  of  Ohio. — Rev.  H.  F.  Long. 

Fro7n  the  German  Synod  'f  the  E<tst. — Revs.  C.  Cast,  J.  C.  Hauser, 
M.  Bachman,  J.  W.  Ebbinghaus,  and  (r.  Facius. 

From  Mercershnrg  CUissis. — Elders  J.  Heyser,  and  A.  B.  Wingerd. 

From  Maryland  Cl'assi's. — Elder  Wm.  A.  Rodenmayer. 

MINISTERS   OP    OTHER    CHURCHES. 

The  presence  of  the  following  ministers,  residents  of  Baltimore,  was 
announced  from  time  to  time,  during  the  sessions  of  Synod,  viz. : 

Revs.  A.  M.  Courtney,  L.  M.  (Jardner,  F.  L.  Bishop,  and  T.  L. 
Poulson  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ;  Rev.  Dr  Murkland,Rev. 
Dr.  Lefevre,  and  Rev.  R.  L.  ]\IcMurran  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  ; 
Rev.  J.  C.  Burk  Walter  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  ;  and 
Rev.  B.  W.  Bond  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South. 


ARTICLE  IIL 


ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  John  A.  Peters  was  chosen  President 

Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick  is  Stated  Clerk. 

Rev.  J,  S.  Kieffer  was  elected  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Elder  Louis  Markell  was  re-elected  Treasurer. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

RULES  OF  ORDER. 

The  reading  of  the  Rules  of  Order  was  dispensed  with  for  the  pres- 
ent annual  meeting.  The  Synod  then  defined  the  Bar  of  the  House, 
in  accordance  with  the  Rules  of  Order. 

The  following  hours  were  fixed  upon  for  the  opening  and  closing  of 
the  current  sessions  of  Synod,  viz. : 

The  daily  session  to  open  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  close  at  1^  o'clock, 
P.  M.  No  afternoon  sessions  were  held.  Evening  sessions  were  held 
on  Saturday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday  evening.*?. 
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ARTICLE  V. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  Standing  Committees,  viz. : 

Relis;ious  Services. — Revs  J.  T.  Rossiter,  D.  Gans,  J.  Kretzing^ 
and  Elders  C.  A.  Shultz,  and  W.  NefF. 

Minutes  of  Synod. — Revs.  W.  M.  Deatrick,  W.  Croodrich,  A.  Wan- 
ner, and  Elders  D.  Zeller,  and  S.  Schwartz. 

Overtures. — Revs  H.  St.  J.  Rinker,  A.  C.  Geary,  S.  S.  IMiller,  and 
Elders  J.  Shifler,  and  E.  Krone. 

Minutes  of  Classis. — Revs.  W.  C.  Cremer,  N.  H.  Skyles,  C.  G-. 
Fisher,  and  Elders  G.  S.  Griffith,  and  J.  P.  Reed. 

Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination. — Revs.  G.  W.  Gless- 
ner,  J.  W.  Santee,  I.  S.  Weisz,  and  Elders  I.  H.  Keefer,  and  P.  B. 
Mikesell. 

State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports. — Revs.  J.  S.  Kieffer,  J. 
Ault,  E.  N.  Kremer,  and  Elders  L.  Markell,  and  J.  B.  Resser. 

Missions. — Revs.  J.  0.  Miller,  J.  H.  Sjkes,  M.  L.  Shuford,  and 
Elders  H.  Hartzel,  and  C.  M.  Keedy. 

Finance. — Revs.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  A.  J.  Heller,  H.  Tallhelm,  and 
Elders  C.  Young,  and  D.  S.  Firor. 

Nominations. — Revs.  S.  N.  Callender,  A.  C.  Whitmer,  H.  Wissler, 
and  Elders  J.  Hager,  and  G.  Frank. 


ARTICLE  VI. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 

\.  The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  Mercersburg,  Zion,  Maryland,  and 
Virginia  were  received,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of 
Classes,  except  the  Reports  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Re- 
ports, which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  those  subjects. 

2.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  read,  and  then 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  purpose  of  being  audited. 

3.  The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Missions,  and  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of 
Home  Missions  of  the  three  District  Synods  of  the  United  States,  Pitts- 
burgh, and  Potomac,  were  received,  severally  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Missions. 

4.  Eight  other  Communications  were  received,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Overtures. 
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ARTICLE  VIT. 

RELIGIOUS  SERVICES. 

The  Synod,  during  its  present  sessions,  observed  the  following  Re- 
ligious Services,  viz. : 

1 .  All  the  sessions  were  opened  and  closed  with  suitable  religious 
services. 

2.  The  Committee  on  Religious  Services  reported,  as  follows,  which 
was  received  and  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  Religious  Services  submit  the  following  as  their 
report,  viz. : 

SERVICES    IN    CONNECTION  WITH   THE    SYNOD,  IN    FIRST    REFORMED 

CHURCH. 

Thursday  Evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  G.  H.  Johnston. 

Fridxvj  Evenivg. — Synodical  Sunday-school  Board's  services,  con- 
ducted by  P]lder  Gr.  S.  Griffith,  member  of  the  Sunday-school  Board. 
Addresses  by  Revs.  I.  S.  Weisz  and  A.  J.  Heller,  on  the  Necessary 
Qualifications  of  the  Sunday-school  Superintendent  and  Teacher  ;  Revs. 
J.  W.  Santee  and  J.  H.  Sykes,  on  the  Missionary  Aspect  of  the  Sun- 
day-school Work  ;  and  Revs.  A.  C.  Whitmer  and  T.  F.  Hoffmeier,  on 
the  Relation  of  the  Sunday-school  to  the  Catechetical  Class. 

Saturday  Afternoon. — Services  preparatory  to  the  Holy  Communi- 
on :  sermon  by  Rev.  S.  N.  Callender,  assisted  by  Revs.  J.  S.  Kiefl'er 
and  T.  F.  Hoifmeier. 

Sunday  Morning. — Celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper:  sermon  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Higbee,  assisted  by  Revs.  J.  A.  Peters,  S.  S.  Miller,  W.  M. 
Deatrick.  and  C.  Gr.  Fisher. 

Sunday  Afternoon. — Sunday-school  services.  Addresses  by  Revs. 
A.  C.  Whitmer,  and  W.  R.  H.  Deatrich. 

Sunday  Evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach. 

Services  in  St.  Paul's  Reformed  Mission  on  Thursday  Evening. — 
Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  0.  Miller. 

Sunday  Forenoon. — Sunday-school  addresses  by  Revs.  J.  W.  Santee, 
and  J.  A.  Hoft'heins. 

SERVICES    IN   OTHER   CHURCHES. 

Third  Reformed  Church. — Friday  Evening  Pn^paratury  services  : 
sermon  by  Rev.  J.  Ault.  Sunday  Morning :  Sunday-school  addresses 
to  Sunday-school  by  Revs.  J.  C.  Bowman,  T.  S.  Weisz,  A.  C.  Geary, 
and  W.  E.  Krebs.  Sunday  Morning,  Holy  Communion  :  .sermon  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Krenier. 

Fourth  Reformed  Church  (German). — Sunday  Morning  :  sermon 
by  Rev.  J.  D.  Zehring. 

F/f/h  Reformed  Church  (^i  I cnnan). — Sunday  Morning:  sermon  by 
Rev.  A.  Wanner.     Sunday  Eveni<g :  sermon  by  Rev.  A.  Spangler. 


Sixth  Reformed  Church  (German). — Sunday  Evening :  sermon  bj 
Rev.  R.  R.  Smith. 

Ifigh  Street  M.  E.  Church. — Sunday  Evening:  se<rmon  by  Rev.  I. 
S.  Weisz. 

Eastern  Avenue  M.  E.  Church. — Sunday  Evening :    sermon  by 
Rev.  C.  a.  Fisher. 

Greemnount  Avenue  M.  E.  Church. — Sunday  Morning :  sermon  by 
Rev.  W.  I.  Stewart. 

Holland  Street  M.  E.  Church  South. — Sunday  Morning  :  sermon 
by  Rev.  J.  Kretzing.     Sunday  Evening :  sermon  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Schick. 

Third  Lutheran  Church. — Sunday  Morning :  sermon  by  Rev.  D.  N. 
Dittmar. 

City  Jail. — Sunday  Afternoon  :  sermon  by  Rev.  M.  H.  Sangree. 

Maryland  Penitentiary. — Sunday  Afternoon :  addresses  by  Revs.  C. 
S.  Gerhard,  S.  N.  Callender,  and  W.  Goodrich. 

St.  Stephen's  Reformed  Church  of  Washington  City. — Services  by 
Revs.  J.  S.  Kieffer  and  G.  L.  Staley. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  T.  RossiTER,  Chairman. 

The  religious  services,  as  appointed  by  the  Committee,  were  several- 
ly observed. 


ARTICLE  VIII. 

MINUTES  OF  SYNOD. 

The  reading  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  publicly  by 
Synod  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  printed  Minutes  of  last  year  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  to  report  the  items  of 
unfinished  business  claiming  the  attention  of  this  meeting. 

Subsequently,  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  submitted  the 
following  report,  which  was  received,  considered  item  by  item,  adopted 
as  a  whole,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  Minutes  of  Synod  for 
last  year,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  items  of  unfinished  business 
requiring  the  attention  of  the  present  sessions  of  Synod,  to  wit : 

Item  1,  page  32.  An  apportionment  for  Home  Missions  is  made 
upon  the  respective  Classes  of  Synod. 

Item  2,  page  32.  An  appropriation  of  Five  Hundred  Dollars  is  made 
to  the  Missionary  Board  of  Iowa  Classis  for  missions  within  its  limits, 
and  also  a  like  sum  to  the  missionary  work  in  the  bounds  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Classis. 

Item  3,  page  34.  The  terms  of  office  of  Rev.  Wm.  R.  H.  Deatrich 
and  Elder  G.  S.  Grilfith  as  members  of  the  Board  of  Missions  expired 
October  1st,  1877.  It  will  be  necessary  for  this  Synod  to  elect  two 
members  to  fill  their  places  in  the  Board. 
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Item  A,  pagp  36.  An  assessment  for  Contingent  Fund  of  Synud  is 
made  upon  the  several  Classes. 

Item  5.  page  36.  A, deficit  in  the  amount  needed  to  refund  the  Two 
Thousand  ])(^l]ars  borrowed  for  the  inmiediate  Relief  of  the  Reformed 
Church  Publication  Board,  as  authorized  by  the  Synod  of  Winchester, 
is  reported. 

Item  6,  page  37.  The  term  of  office  of  Rev.  S.  N.  Callender  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trusters  will  expire  January  1st,  1878.  Syn- 
od is  required  to  elect  a  member  to  take  his  place  in  said  Board. 

Item  7,  page  38.  The  term  of  service  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Santee  as  a 
member  of  the  Sunday-school  Board  ends  at  this  meeting  of  Synod. 
It  will  be  necessary  for  Synod  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Item  8,  page  38.  The  action  of  the  Synod  of  Winchester,  making  it 
the  duty  of  the  Sunday-school  Board  either  to  prepare,  or  have  pre- 
pared, a  Manual,  giving  a  concise,  practical,  and  p  pular  acrount  of  the 
general  idea  and  scheme  of  the  Church  Year,  with  specific  detailed  state- 
ments of  the  significance  of  the  separate  days  and  seasons,  and  the  log- 
ical order  of  thought  contained  in  them,  is  re-iterated. 

Item  9,  page  38.  Friday  Evening  of  the  present  sessions  of  Synod 
is  set  apart  for  the  specific  purpose  of  considering  the  work  and  inter- 
ests of  the  Sunday-school  cause. 

Item  10,  page  39.  The  Classis  of  North  Carolina  is  commanded  and 
enjoined  to  desist  from  the  use  of  any  other  Hymn  Book  by  her  con- 
gregations than  those  already  allowed,  until  the  General  Synod  grants 
such  permission. 

Item  11,  page  39,  The  Stated  Clerk  is  instructed  to  communicate 
the  foregoing  action  of  Synod  forthwith  to  the  President  of  said  Classis. 

Item  12,  page  40.  The  Skated  Clerk  is  instructed  to  have  Twelve 
Hundred  and  Fifty  copies  oi  the  iMinutes  of  the  last  annual  sessions 
published,  and  distribute  them  among  those  entitled  to  receive  them. 

Item  13,  page  41.  The  Synod  earnestly  recommends  the  Classes  to 
make  renewed  efforts  to  increase  the  circulation  of  The  Messenger. 

Item  14,  page  41.  The  Reformed  Church  Pul)lication  Board  is  re- 
quested so  to  prepare  its  financial  statements  as  to  show  clearly  the  ac- 
tual loss  or  gain,  during  each  current  year. 

Item  15,  page  47.  The  Special  Conunittee.  appointed  by  the  Synod 
of  Hanover,  to  prepare  and  publish,  in  conjunction  with  a  similar  Com- 
mittee from  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  an  edition  of  'Hymns  for 
the  Reformed  Church"  with  music,  is  continued. 

Respectfully  subnn'tted, 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick, 
Wm.  Goodrich, 
A.   Wanner, 
D.  Zeller, 
Solomon  Schwartz, 

Co7nmittt'e. 
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For  the  action  o?  Synod  on  items  1,  2,  and  3,  see  Article  XIV. ^ 
Missions ;  on  iten:s  4,  5,  and  6,  see  Article  XV.,  Finance  ;  on  items 
7,  8,  and  9,  see  Artic'e  XVIII.,  Sunday-schools;  on  10  and  11,  see 
Article  XIX..  Church  Oovernment ;  and  on  items  12,  13,  14,  and  15, 
see  Article  XX.,  Publication. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

OVERTURES. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  submitted  their  report,  which  was  re- 
ceived, acted  en  item  by  item,  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Your  Committee  on  Overtures  begs  leave  to  present  the  following 
report : 

Item  1.  The  Report  of  the  Reformed  Church  Publication  Board, 
for  the  year  ending  October  1st,  1877,  accompanied  by  an  itemized  and 
summarized  statement  of  its  financial  condition. 

Item  2.  The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological 
Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  in  which  the  Board,  through  its 'officers, 
makes  s-undry  siggestions  to  this  Synod,  for  its  consideration  :  and  ac- 
companying this  Report  is  the  Treasurer's  account,  exhibiting  the 
financial  condition  of  the  Institution. 

Item  3.  The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological 
Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Item  4.  A  communication  from  Roy.  F.  Fox,  Secretaiy  of  the 
Classis  of  San  Francisco,  notifying  the  Synod  of  the  fact,  that  said 
Classis  had  failed  to  hold  any  meeting  during  the  last  Synodical  year, 
in  consequence  of  Rev.  L.  C.  Edmonds  being  in  the  east  at  the  time 
appointed  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Classis,  together  with  the 
heavy  expenses  that  would  necessarily  have  to  be  incurred  by  those 
members  living  in  the  State  of  Oregon,  in  order  to  go  to  Stockton, 
California,  the  place  of  meeting. 

Item  5.  A  letter  from  Rev.  J.  Gantenbein  of  Portland,  Oregon  ; 
1st,  asking  to  be  excused  for  non-attendance  upon  the  present  meeting 
of  Synod  ;  2nd,  pleading  most  earnestly  and  piteously  for  payment  of 
what  is  due  him,  for  past  services,  by  our  Missionary  Board. 

Item  6.  A  paper  from  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Synod  of  the  United 
States,  directing  the  attention  of  the  Synod  to  the  subject  of  its  ratio 
of  representation  in  the  Boards  of  Trustees  and  Visitors  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Item  7.  An  appeal,  from  the  Second  Reformed  Church  of  Hagers- 
town,  Md.,  for  aid  in  support  of  its  pastor. 

Item  8.     A   communication   from  a    Committee   of  the   Maryland 


11 

Classis,  requesting  the  aid  of  this  and  the  two  other  Eastern  Synods  in 
the  establishing  of  an  English  Reformed  Church  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington. Respectfully  submitted, 

Hy.  St.  J.  RiNKER, 
Simon  S.  Miller, 
John  Siiifler, 
Emanuel  Krone, 

Committee. 

For  the  action  of  Synod  on  item  l,.see  Article  XX.,  Publication  ; 
on  items  2,  3,  and  »),  see  Article  XIII.,  Education  ;  and  on  items  4, 
5,  7,  and  8,  see  Article  XIV.,  Missions. 


ARTICLE  X. 

MINUTES  OF  CLASSES. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  presented  their  report,  which 
was  received,  disposed  of  item  by  item,  amended,  then  adopted  as  a 
whole,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Your  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  Classes  submit  the  following  as 
their  report : 

I.  irregularities. 

1 .  North  Carolina  Classis  failed  to  furnish  the  Synod  with  a  copy  of 
its  Minutes  for  the  past  Synodical  year. 

2.  San  Francisco  Classis  failed  in  the  same  particular. 

II.  requests  and  recommendations. 

None. 

in.  appeals  and  complaints. 

1.  Rev.  A.  Spangler  complains  to  Synod  of  the  action  of  Zion's 
Classis,  in  regard  to  the  restoration  of  F.  E.  Vaudersloot  to  the  Holy 
Ministry. 

2.  Elder  A.  TI.  Addams  complains  to  Synod  of  the  action  of  Zion's 
Cla.ssis  in  regard  to  the  deposition  fnjm  the  Holy  Ministry  of  0.  L. 
Ashenfelter,  and  his  expulsion  from  the  Connuunion  of  the  Church. 

IV.    SUBJECTS  REFERRED  TO  CLASSES. 

Zion's,  Maryland,  Mercersburg,  and  Virginia  Classes  have  taken 
favorable  action  upon  the  following  subjeots  :  Home  ^lissions,  increased 
circulation  of  The  Messenger,  Orpban's  Home,  and  Society  for  the  Re- 
lief of  Ministers  and  Widows  of  Ministers. 
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V.    LICENSED,  ORDAINED,  RECEIVED,  AND  DISMISSED. 

1.  Zion's  Classis  received  licentiate  E.  Garver  Williams  from  the 
Philadelphia  Classis,  and  ordained  him ;  received  Rev.  Solomon  B. 
Schafer  from  the  Mercersburg  Classis,  Rev.  J.  Marion  Mickley  from 
the  Tuscarawas  Classis,  and  Rev.  Amos  H.  Kremer,  D.  D.,  from  the 
Lancaster  Classis,  Synod  of  the  United  States ;  dismissed  Rev.  James 
I.  Good  to  the  Philadelphia  Classis ;  restored  F.  E.  Vandersloot  to  the 
Holy  Ministry  ;  and  deposed  0.  L.  Ashenfelter  from  the  Christian 
Ministry,  and  expelled  him  from  the  Communion  of  the  Church. 

2.  Maryland  Classis  licensed  George  M.  Zacharias  ;  ordained  the  li- 
centiate Charles  H.  Coon  ;  received  Rev.  Ambrose  C.  Geary  from  the 
Mercersburg  Classis,  Rev.  Anthony  vShulnnberger  from  the  Iowa  Clas- 
sis, Rev.  John  G.  Noss  from  the  Philadelphia  Classis,  Rev.  William 
Rupp  from  the  Somerset  Classis,  and  Rev.  Jonas  B.  Shontz  from  the 
East  Susquehanna  Classis  ;  and  dismissed  Rev.  John  M.  Soudertothe 
Allegheny  Classis. 

3.  Mercersburg  Classis  licensed  Henry  S.  Garner  and  John  M. 
North  ;  ordained  the  licentiate  David  W.  Ebbert ;  received  Rev.  Wil- 
liam A.  Gring  from  the  Maryland  Classis  ;  dismissed  Rev.  Solomon  B. 
Schafer  to  the  Zion's  Classis,  Rev.  Samuel  R.  Bridenbaugh  to  the  Som- 
erset Classis,  and  Rev.  Harrison  H.  W.  Hibshman  to  the  East  Penn- 
sylvania Classis. 

4.  Virginia  Classis  licensed  and  ordained  Barton  R.  Carnahan. 

5.  North  Carolina  Classis 

6.  San  Francisco  Classis:  No  change. 

,      VI.    PLACE  AND  TIME  OF  THE  NEXT  ANNUAL  MEETINGS  OF  THE 

CLASSES. 

1.  Zion's  Classis  will  meet  at  Blain,  Perry  County,  Pa.,  on  Satur- 
day, June  1st,  1878,  at  8  o'clock,  A.  M.  Rev.  I.  S.  Weisz,  D.  P., 
President,  and  Rev.  W.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  Stated  Clerk. 

2.  Maryland  Classis  will  meet  at  Mechanicstown,  Frederick  County, 
Md.,  on  Friday,  May  31st,  1878,  at  7J  o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev.  E.  R. 
Eschbach,  Pres'dent,  and  Rev.  S.  S.  Miller,  Stated  Clerk. 

3.  Mei'cersburg  Classis  will  meet  at  Bedford,  Bedford  County,  Pa  , 
on  Thursday,  April  25th,  1878.  at  7  o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev.  J.  Hassler, 
President,  and  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Peatrick,  Stated  Clerk. 

4.  Virginia  Classis  will  meet  in  St.  Michael's  Church,  Rockingham 
County,  Va.,  on  Friday,  May  31st,  1878,  at  7^  o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev. 
J.  S.  Loose,  President,  and  Rev.  H.  St.  John  Rinker,  Stated  Cl'rk. 
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5.  North  Carolina  Classis  will  meet  in  Mount  Zion  Church,  Rowan; 
County,  N.  C,  on  Thursday,  May  23rd,  1878,  at  o'clock 

Rev. ,  President,  aiid   Rev.  G.  W.  Welker,  D.  D.,  Stated 

Clerk. 

G.  San  Francisco  Classis  will  meet  in  Stockton,  California,  on  Sat- 
urday, June  1st,  1878,  at  8  o'clock,  P.  jM.  Rev.  J.  II.  Krueger, 
President,  and  Rev.  F.  Fox,  Stated  Clerk. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  C.  Cremer, 
N.  H.  Skyles, 
Charles  (i.  Fisher, 
Jno.  p.  Reed, 

Com7nMee. 
The  items  were  severally  adopted,  with  the  exception  of  those  under 
the  heading  of  Appefds  and  Compiniuts;  for  vSynod's  action  on  which^ 
Bee  Article  XVII.,  Complaints. 


ARTICLE  XI. 

EXAMINATION,  LICENSURE  and  ORDINATION. 

The  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination  offered 
the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz. : 

The  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination  would 
respectfully  report,  that  no  applicants  for  licensure  came  before  the  Com- 
mittee for  examination.  Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  W.  Santee, 
L  S.  Weisz, 
Peter  B.  Mikesell, 
I.  H.  Keeper, 

Comynittee. 


ARTICLE  XIL 

STATE  OF  RELIGION  AND  STATISTICAL 
REPORTS. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports 
made  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz. : 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren  : — 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Morals  would  respcetfiiUj' 
present  to  this  Synod  the  following  report.  Thoy  have  received  ami  eare- 
iully  considered  the  rejiorts  on  the  state  of  religion  laid  before  thi.s  Synod 
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"b}'  the  several  Classes  belonging  to  it,  and  have  taken  into  consideration 
also,  whatever  lacts  they  were  able  to  observe  that  might  directly  or  indi- 
rectly assist  them  in  accomplishing  their  object  ;  notwithstanding  which, 
they'feel  very  great  ditBdence  in  pronouncing  judgment  upon  so  grave  a 
subject. 

The  reports  that  have  come  before  us  from  the  Classes  are,  in  the  main, 
of  an  encouraging  nature.  From  them  we  learn  that  the  work  of  the  Gos- 
pel has,  during  the  past  year,  been  carried  regularly  and  faithfully  forward 
in  the  congregations  under  the  care  of  this  Synod  ;  that  there  has  been,  for 
the  most  part,  a  diligent  and  faithful  use  of  the  means  of  grace  by  the 
members  of  the  Church  ;  that  children  and  youth  have,  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  Church,  been  carefully  instructed  in  the  doctrines  and  duties 
of  our  holy  religion  ;  that  the  increase  of  the  membership  of  the  Church, 
while  by  no  means  exceptionally  large,  manifests  a  reasonable  degree  of 
healthy  growth  and  progress  ;  that,  in  general,  the  people  have  walked 
worthy  of  their  vocation  as  Christians  ;  that  there  has  been  increased  in- 
terest and  activity  in  the  Sunday  Schiiol  work ;  that  dissension  has  been 
well-nigh  unknown  within  our  bounds,  and  such  a  degree  of  peace  and 
harmony  has  prevailed  as  ought  to  be  favorable  in  the  highest  degree  to 
spiritual  growth. 

It  is,  without  doubt,  exceedingly  gratifying  to  the  Synod,  to  receive 
these  accounts  of  the  spiritual  growth  and  prosperity  of  its  congregations. 
Respecting  the  points  upon  which  these  reports  chiefly  dwell,  we  are  con- 
vinced that  there  has  been  no  overstatement.  We  are  satisfied  that,  in 
general,  the  state  of  religion,  within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod,  has  been 
good ;  that  there  has  been  a  vast  amount  of  earnest,  humble  and  self-de- 
nying labor,  for  Christ's  sake,  on  the  part  of  Pastors,  Eldeis  and  Deacons, 
as  also  of  the  Professors  in  our  institutions  of  learning ;  and  that  this  ac- 
tivity has  been  blessed  by  God  to  the  spiritual  good  of  the  thousands  of 
Christian  people  under  our  care. 

Partly,  however,  from  the  reports  themselves,  and  partly  from  such  a 
general  survey  of  the  state  of  religion  in  the  Synod,  as  various  circum- 
stances have  enabled  us  to  take,  the  Committee  have  received  impressions, 
which  it  would  be  unfair  not  to  set  forth  side  by  side  with  those  already 
presented.  It  will  hardly  be  questioned  by  any  one  at  all  familiar  with 
the  afi'airs  of  this  Synod,  that,  while  there  is  much  to  be  thankful  for,  there 
is  much,  also,  that  ought  to  awaken  our  very  serious  anxiety  and  concern. 
It  is  possible,  to  some  extent,  to  infer  the  state  of  religion  in  the  Synod 
from  the  condition  of  the  manifold  works  which  it  is  carrying  forward  for 
the  advancement  of  Christ's  kingdom.  A  sound  and  vigorous  piety  will 
naturally  reveal  itself  in  the  earnestness  and  vigor  with  which  such  works 
are  prosecuted  ;  while  any  languishing  in  this  respect  would  seem  to  in- 
dicate a  corresponding  weakness  in  tlae  religious  life  of  which  these  move- 
ments are  the  utterance.  Judging  in  this  way,  we  are  of  the  opinion  and 
must  in  this  report  express  the  opinion,  that  the  state  of  religion  in  our 
midst  is  far  less  prosperous  than  we  ought  to  expect.  The  sacred  work 
of  missions  languishes ;  the  cause  of  Christian  education  is  more  or  less 
neglected;  our  institutions  of  learning,  so  worthy  of  our  confidence  and 
support,  are  but  poorly  supported  ;  of  scarcely  any  work  in  which  this 
Synod  is  engaged  can  it  be  said  that  it  is  vigorously  and  successfully 
carried  forward  No  one,  we  suppose,  would  claim  that  the  present  con- 
dition of  Christian  work  in  this  Synod  corresponds,  in  any  high  degree, 
to  the  bright  anticipations  and  hopes  which  its  founders  and  friends 
cherished  for  it  at  the  time  of  its  organization.  On  the  contrary,  there 
seems  to  be  a  pause  in  its  onward  march;  a  languor  in  the  religious 
life  of  the  congregations  ;  a  dearth  of  those  noble  deeds  of  Christian  ser- 
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vice,  those  noLle  acts  of  Christian  liberality,  which  arc  scarcely  ever  alto- 
gether wanting  where  piety  is  in  a  thriving  condititjn.  This  state  of  af- 
fairs is,  without  doubt,  due,  in  large  part,  to  causes  of  such  a  nature  that 
jt  would  be  great  injustice  to  regard  it  as  a  necessary  indication  of  a  lack  of 
true  religion.  But,  making  all  due  allowance  for  this,  we  are  of  the  opinion 
that  it  does,  to  some  extent,  indicate  a  low  degree  of  piety  and  devt)tion. 
If  this  be  so,  we  ought  to  have  the  candor  to  acknowledge  it ;  we  need  to 
humble  ourselves  for  it ;  and,  as  we  may  sing  a  hymn  of  thanksgiving 
over  what  God  has  done  for  us,  and  what  He  has  enabled  us  to  do  for  Him, 
■wo  must  chant  a  sorrowful  psalm  of  penitence,  also,  over  our  want  of 
Christian  love,  and  our  lack  of  earnestness  in  Christian  work. 

The  best  remedy  for  this  evil,  so  far  as  the  evil  exists,  we  believe  to  be, 
not  so  much  in  directly  endeavoring  to  correct  it  at  this  point  or  that,  as, 
indirectly,  in  laboring  with  all  the  energy  we  possess,  and  praying  with 
all  the  faith  we  can  summon,  for  the  development,  in  ourselves  and  in  our 
people,  of  a  larger  and  nobler  type  of  Christian  character.  The  greatest 
danger  to  which  we  are  now  exposed  we  believe  to  be  that  of  coldness  and 
apathy  with  respect  to  this  most  important  practical  matter.  And  this 
danger  is,  in  our  opinion,  an  indirect  and  incidental  result  of  a  movement 
which  has  itself  been  an  inestimable  blessing  to  the  Church.  We  have 
passed  through  a  stage  in  our  history  as  a  Church,  which  has  been  chiefly 
characterized  by  a  profound  interest  in  Christian  doctrine,  by  earnest  doc- 
trinal investigation  and  discussion,  and,  to  a  large  extent,  by  theological 
controversy.  This  movement  resulted  in  giving  us  such  a  superior  the- 
ology, such  a  noble  view  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  carries  in  itself, 
we  believe,  the  power  of  untold  blessing  for  the  Church.  It  was  accom- 
panied, however,  by  the  subtle  danger  of  begetting,  throughout  the  Church, 
a  vicious  appetite  for  discussion,  a  depraved  thirst  for  controversy,  an 
interest  in  doctrine,  simj)ly  as  doctrine,  without  suiRcient  reference  to  the 
supreme  necessity  of  carrying  forward  to  its  proper  results  in  the  sphere 
of  the  practical  Christian  life  whatever  may  have  been  gained  in  the 
sphere  of  doctrinal  truth.  This  by  no  means  uncommon  danger,  of  being 
interested  and  active  in  respect  of  doctrine,  cold,  inditferent  and  slow  in 
the  work  of  moulding  the  religious  life  in  accordance  with  the  doctrine, 
our  beloved  Church  has  not  altogether  escaped.  We  need  to  remember 
that,  whilst  we  have  come,  as  it  would  seem,  to  the  end  of  one  important 
stage  in  our  history,  we  have  just  come  to  the  beginning  of  another  equal- 
ly important.  It  would  be  fatal  to  us  to  sup])ose  (as  we  fear  the  Church 
has  been  in  danger  of  suj)posing)  that  we  have  in  any  sense  already  at- 
tained, or  may  in  any  sense  come  to  a  pause  in  our  work.  On  the  contrary, 
our  noble  theology  is  but  now  fairly  put  upon  its  trial ;  and,  little  will  it 
be  worth  to  us,  nay,  for  our  own  greater  condemnation  will  the  possession 
of  it  be,  unless,  in  our  hands,  it  prove  to  develope  actually,  as  we  believe 
it  to  have  the  capability  of  developing,  a  nobler  tyjie  of  Christian  man- 
hood and  a  more  earnest  and  vigorous  Christian  activity.  To  see  this 
danger,  which  we  are  convinced  is  no  imaginarj'  one,  but  one  that  has 
been  very  real  and  very  near  to  us,  and  to  put  ourselves  on  our  guard 
against  it  will  be  one  of  the  tirst  necessary  steps,  and  will  of  itself  go  far 
towards  bringing  about  a  more  healthy  and  prosperous  condition  of  re- 
ligion in  our  midst. 

In  concluding  this  report,  your  Committee  would  mention  the  fact  that, 
within  the  past  Hynodical  year,  two  of  our  brethren  have  fallen  asleep  : 
the  Kev.  David  AV.  Kelley  and  the  Kev.  Dr.  Benjamin  Schneider.  Both 
were  faithful  ministers  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Dr.  Schneider  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  useful  and  h<mnred  life  as  a  missionary  in  foreign  lands. 
We  mention  tlie  names  of  these  brethren  reverently  and  artectiouately  here  ; 
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and  we  know  that  it  is  the  desire  of  Synod  that  we  should  express  here  its 
grateful  sense  of  appreciation  of  their  labors  and  services  as  ministers  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

May  God  help  us  all !  May  He  make  us  more  faithful  shepherds  of  the- 
people,  and  build  up  us,  and  the  people  under  our  care,  in  the  faith  and 
hope  of  the  Gospel,  unto  everlasting  life,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

J.  Spangler  Kieffkr, 
John  Ault, 
Ellis  N.  Kremer, 
J.  B.  Kesser, 

Cottunlttee. 
(For  Statistical  Tables  see  Appendix.) 


AKTICLE  XIII. 
EDUCATION. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

The  Board  of  Education  presented  its  annual  report,  which  was  re- 
ceived, and  is  as  follows  : 
To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  tJte  Potomac  : — 

Your  Board,  at  its  meeting  in  York,  Pa.,  at  the  close  of  the  last  annual 
meeting  of  Synod,  elected  Rev.  S.  N".  Callender,  P7'esident,AuA  Eev.  I.  G. 
Brown,  Secretary.     Rev.  Wni.  M.  Deatrick  was  continued  Treasurer. 

The  Board  held  a  meeting  in  Mercersburg,  last  May,  at  the  close  of  the 
session  in  the  Post  Graduate  Department  of  Mercersburg  College,  and  at- 
tended the  examination  of  those  students  receiving  theological  instruction. 
The  examinations,  for  the  most  part,  proved  very  satisfactory  to  the  Board. 
The  Board  also  appointed  its  resident  members  a  committee  to  attend  the 
examinations  of  such  beneficiary  students,  as  are  connected  with  the  Col- 
legiate and  Preparatory  Departments  of  the  College.  Those  examinations 
took  place  in  June,  and  in  every  instance  displayed  commendable  progress 
on  the  part  of  our  beneficiary  student.';  in  College.  They  stand  well  in 
their  respective  classes. 

The  Board  regrets,  that  owing  to  the  protracted  illness  of  Eev.  Prof.  J. 
B  Kerschner,  no  instruction  could  be  given  in  Helirew,  during  the  past 
scholastic  year,  to  such  students  as  were  studying  theology.  This  want 
does  not  now  exist,  in-as-much  as  Prof.  Kerschner,  in  the  good  providence 
of  God,  has  been  enabled  to  resume  his  duties,  and  is  at  present  imparting 
instruction  in  the  Hebrew  language  and  Old  Testament  exegesis. 

The  Board,  for  its  guidance,  has  adopted  the  following  resolutions,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  will  not  receive  under  its  care  and  supervision 
any  student  as  a  beneficiary,  whose  scholarship-grade,  after  a  fair  trial, 
does  not,  according  to  the  system  of  grading  scholarship  in  Mercersburg 
College,  exceed  that  styled  No.  3,  or  "Passable;"'  and,  if  at  any  time,  the 
scholarship  of  a  beneficiary  student  should  fall  to  or  below  the  aforemen- 
tioned grade,  he  shall  be  discontinued  as  such. 

Resolved,  further.  That  whenever  the  average  grade  of  scholarship  of  a 
beneficiary  student  does  not  at  least  equal  the  average  class-grade  of  his 
particular  class,  he  shall  be  solemnly  admonished  by  the  officers  of  the 
Board  to  increased  diligence  and  faithfulness  in  his  studies. 
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Rrtiolred,  still  further,  Tliut  whenovor  a  beneficiary  student,  under  the 
care  of  this  Board,  shall  absent  liiniself  from  his  studies  for  more  than  one 
week,  during  the  seholastic  terms  of  the  College,  the  Treasurer  be  in- 
structed to  deduct,  in  jtaj-ing  his  stipend,  a  proportionate  amount  of  his 
annual  appropriation. 

When  the  present  Board  was  elected  by  the  Synod  of  Winchester,  it  was 
for  the  term  of  three  years.  It  is  believed  that  this  Synod  ought  to  elect 
two  additional  members  of  the  Board,  thus  making  it  to  consist  of  nine 
members,  instead  of  seven.  The  Synod  should  then  order,  that  three  of 
these  sh(,iuld  serve  for  one  year,  three  for  two  }-ears,  and  three  for  three 
years,  and  also  instruct  the  members  of  the  Board,  so  augmented,  to  deter- 
mine among  themselves  their  respective  terms  of  service.  In  this  way, 
the  terms  of  office  (if  three  members  would  expire  annually,  and  there 
would  always  remain  in  the  Board  at  least  a  majority  of  those,  who  had 
one  or  more  j'ear's  acquaintance  with  its  workings. 

During  the  last  Synodical  year,  the  Board  had  under  its  immediate  car® 
and  supervision  the  following  beneficiary  students,  to  whom  appropriations 
have  been  made  by  the  respective  Classes,  to  which  they  belong,  to  wit : 

Mcrcershurr/  Clafisis: — Henry  S.  Garner,  Isaac  N.  Peightel,  Samuel  C. 
Long,  W.  Wilberforce  Deatrick,  Samuel  H.  Eisenberg,  Albert  A.  Black, 
Daniel  H.  Leader,  George  B.  Resser,  and  Jonathan  W.  Miller. 

Maryland  Claasis : — Louis  F.  Zinkhan,  and  Marion  L.  Firor. 

Virginia  Classis : — George  A.  Whitmore,  and  Samuel  L.  Whitmore. 

The  Board  has  taken  under  its  care,  during  the  past  year,  Christian  W, 
Sunimey  of  Virginia,  and  Charles  Irving  Baker  of  Maryland.  The  Marj-- 
land  Classis  has  yiromised  the  necessary  funds  to  meet  Mr.  Baker's  appro- 
priation. And  the  pastoral  charges  of  Revs.  Dr.  Miller  and  Dr.  Zieber  of 
Zion's  Classis  stand  pledged  for  Mr.  Summey's  su])port  for  one  year;  after 
which  the  Virginia  Classis  is  expected  to  support  him. 

In  addition  to  those  whose  names  have  already  been  mentioned,  the  fol- 
lowing theological  students  have  been  pursuing  their  studies  under  the 
care  and  direction  of  the  several  Classes  of  this  Synod,  viz.  :  George  M. 
Zacharias,  and  Henry  E.  Cook  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  Barton  R.  Carna- 
han,  John  M.  North,  and  Samuel  T.Wagner  at  Mercersburg,  Pa. 

Messrs.  Carnahan  and  North,  having  completed  the  full  three  years' 
course  of  theological  instruction  in  the  Post  Graduate  Department  of 
Mercersburg  College,  were  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel,  last  May, — the 
former  by  the  Virginia  Classis,  and  the  latter  by  the  Mercersburg  Classis. 

Messrs.  Zacharias,  Zinkhan,  and  Garner  having  finished  the  full  Semi- 
nary Course  at  Lancaster,  have  also  been  licensed.  Mr.  Garner  was 
licensed  by  the  Mercersburg  Classis,  Mr.  Zinkhan  by  the  Lancaster  Classis, 
and  Mr.  Zacharias  by  the  Maryland  Classis. 

At  the  present  time,  S.  T.  Wagner,  I.  N.  Peightel,  G.  A.  Whitmore,  S. 
C.  Long,  M.  L.  Firor,  W.  W.  Deatrick,  S.  H.  Eisenberg,  D.  H.  Leader, 
F.  W.  Brown,  L.  M.  Hensell,  and  C.  Gumbert  arc  receiving  theological 
instruction  in  the  Post  Graduate  Department  connected  with  Mercersburg 
College,  and  H.  E.  Cook  in  the  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa. 

The  Treasurer  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  following  sums  for  Ben- 
eficiary Education,  during  the  jiast  Synodical  year.  The  (iiftVrcnt  jiastoral 
charges  are  herein  credited  with  the  amounts  contributed  by  them  respect- 
ively ;  the  aggregate  paid  by  each,  during  the  year  being  given,  omitting 
the  items  and  dates  of  payment,  viz.  : 


18 

SYNOPSIS    OF    treasurer's   REPORT. 

Mercersburg  Classis. 

Greencastle       Charge, $133.00 

Wuterstreet           "  109.44 

Bedford                  "  100.58 

Chambersburg      "  100.00 

Mercersburg       .  "  100.00 

Priend'.s  Cove       "  84.00 

Altoona                  "  83.00 

St.  Clairsville       "  73.00 

Mont  Alto             " 71.75 

Everett                   "  60.00 

St.  Thomas           "  58.50 

College  Church     "  40.00 

Greenfield              "  24.94 

WoodcockValley "  14.26 

Orbisonia               "  24.00 

Grindstonehill      "  13.00 

Woodbury              "  12.50 

McConnellsburg  "  11.10 

Sulphur  Spring     "  4.62 

Middleburg           "  3.82 


Amount $1,121.01 

Maryland  Classis. 

Evangelical  Reformed  Church  of  Frederick $117.00 

Hagerstown  Charge 30.30 

Emmittsburg     ""   28.54 

Eirst  Reformed  Church  of  Baltimore 26.00 

Glade                    Charge 24.00 

Jefferson                     "      22.40 

Westminster               "      22.00 

Mechanicstown         "      20.50 

Middletown               "      20.00 

Clear  Spring             "      16.00 

Cavetown                    •'      15.00 

Mount  Moriah           "      14.25 

Burkittsville               "      12.50 

Boonsboro                   "      11.02 

Mount  Pleasant        "      6.25 

St.  Stephen's  Church, 3.20 


Amount $388.96 

Virginia  Classis. 
«Ca.sh  per  Treasurer $281.00 

Zion^s  Classis. 

Trinity  Church  of  York, $25.00 

Hanover  Charge 25.00 


Amount $50.00 

A  Friend  to  the  cause,  Frederick,  Md '. $100.00 

Total $1,940.97 
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Contra.     (Jr. 

By  balance  due  the  Treasurer,  Oct.  17,  187G %     1-5.0.1 

By  cash  paid  Beneficiaries  of  Mercersburg  Classis 1,105.(0 

"             "                              Maryland             "      315.00 

"             "                              Virginia               "      331.00 

By  cash  paid  interest  on  borrowed  money 2.50 

By  postage,  envelopes,  revenue   stamps,  and   discount.  3.00 

By  balance  in  Treasury, 169.44 

Total $1,940.97 

We  hereby  certify,  that  we  have  audited  the  account  of  Rev.  "VVm.  M. 
Deatrick,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Synod  of  the  Poto- 
mac, by  vouchers,  and  find  the  same  to  be  correct.  The  foregoing  synop- 
sis is  a  faithful  statement  of  the  same.  There  is  a  balance  in  the  Treasury 
of  $169.44,  at  this  time. 

J.  Hassler, 
Mercersburg,  Pa.,  October  16,  1877.  I.  G.  Brown. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  the  small  debt  due  the  Treasur- 
er, a  year  ago,  has  been  licpiidated,  the  stipends  of  the  beneficiary  students 
paid,  and  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  left  in  the  Treasury.  To 
•God's  name  be  the  praise. 

The  Board  or  Education. 


The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  was  considered  during  the 
sessions  of  Friday  and  Saturday,  and  was  approved,  except  in  the  fol- 
lowing particulars.  The  Synod,  in  its  judgment,  adopted  grade  No 
2^,  instead  of  grade  No.  3,  styled  "Passable,"  and  midway  between  the 
lust  named  grade  and  No.  2,  which  signifies  "Poor,"  as  the  desired 
class-grade  to  guide  the  Board  in  its  action,  as  contemplated  in  the  first 
resolution  of  their  lleport.  The  Synod  also  disapproved  of  the  deduc- 
tion in  the  payment  of  the  appropriations  of  the  beneficiary  students, 
as  ordered  in  the  third  resolution  of  said  Report,  in  case  of  absence. 


The  Synod  ordered  the  Committee  on  Nominations  to  present  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  nominees  to  make  the  Board  of  Education  consist  of 
nine  members  instead  of  seven,  which  the  Committee  accordingly  did. 
And  at  the  election  for  members  of  the  different  Boards,  held  during 
Tuesday  morning's  session,  Revs.  Wm.  C.  Cremer  and  Wm.  Goodrich 
■were  accordingly  elected  members  of  the  Board  of  Education.  Sub- 
sequently the  J3oard  met  and  determined  the  respective  terms  of  service, 
.as  follows,  viz. : 

Rev.  Wm.  M.   Deatrick, 3  years October,  1880. 

"      J.  S.  KieflFer, 3      "     

"      J.  W.  Santee, 3      "     

"      J.  A.  Peters, 2      "     '. 

"      Wm.  Goodrich, 2      "     

Elder  J.  Heyser, 2      "     

Rev.  I.  G.  Brown, 1  year, 

"      Wm.  C.  Cremer, 1      "     

^'     S.  N.  Callender, 1      "     


1879. 

u 

(( 

1878. 
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The  x\nnual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  of  tlie  Treasurer,  and 
of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa., 
as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Overtures,  were  severally  read,  and  then 
referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  W.  Goodrich,  J. 
A.  Hoffheins,  T.  F.  Hoffmeier,  and  Elders  L.  Markell,  and  J.  Stickle. 
The  committee  reported  during  Monday's  session  ;  their  report  was  re- 
ceived, amended,  and  then  adopted.     These  Reports  are  as  follows  : 

I.  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Potmnac  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  U.  S. 

Brethren  : — The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  beg 
leave  to  submit  their  annual  report  to  your  Reverend  Body,  and  ask  for 
the  suggestions  herein  contained  your  earnest  consideration. 

We  regard  ourselves  as  especially  charged  with  the  financial  affairs  of 
the  Institution  and  hence  our  attention  is  mainly  directed  towards  obtain- 
ing the  means  for  its  support.  For  a  few  years  past  by  a  judicious  use  of 
the  funds,  we  have  been  enabled  to  realize  from  an  interest  bearing  in- 
vestment of  say  $60,000,  an  income  of  about  $4,200,  but  for  the  past  year 
this  has  been  impossible,  and  will  be  impossible  for  years  to  come.  Our 
income  cannot  exceed,  say  $3,600,  while  the  salaries  and  incidental  expenses 
aggregate  about  $4,300.  To  meet  this  deficiency  it  is  the  judgment  of  your 
Board,  that  it  would  be  well  for  j'our  Reverend  Body  to  authorize  us  to 
use  the  income  derived  from  the  Building  Fund.  This  sum,  about  $700, 
will  enable  us  to  go  forward  without  involving  the  Institution  in  debt; 
for  it  is  our  duty  to  state,  that  unless  this  is  done,  or  some  actual  jDrovis- 
ion  is  made  to  increase  its  regular  income,  the  Seminary  will  become  in- 
volved to  the  amount  of  .say  $700  annually. 

For  the  information  of  Synod  we  may  state,  that  a  large  proportion  of 
the  fund  now  known  and  carried  along  as  Building  Fund  was  originally 
subscribed  for  "Endowment  or  Removal."  But  while  this  would  give  us 
a  clear  right  to  pass  the  aggregate  of  such  notes  to  the  endowment  fund, 
yet,  in  our  judgment  it  is  not  best  to  pursue  this  course.  We  prefer  to 
hold  this  fund  intact  and  recommend,  as  already  stated,  that  the  interest 
only  be  used  for  the  support  of  the  Institution. 

During  the  current  year  the  Seminary  has  received  but  little  towards  its 
permanent  endowment.  More  has  been  given  for  beneficiary  education  ; 
and  while  we  know  that  the  members  of  the  Church  are  free  to  give  their 
money  as  they  please,  we  think  that  they  can  be  largely  influenced  by  ju- 
dicious counsel  from  the  pulpit  and  by  the  utterances  of  Synod.  We  sug- 
gest, therefore,  that  the  Pastors  be  requested  to  preach  at  least  one  sermon 
annually  on  the  necessity  for  an  educated  ministry  and  for  the  support  of 
the  Seminary,  and  also  to  use  their  personal  influence  with  those  of  their 
members  who  intend  leaving  legacies  for  Itenevolent  purposes,  l  >  induce 
them  to  aid  the  endowment  fund  of  the  Seminary.  We  believe  some  good, 
would  be  accomplished  in  this  direction,  if  Synod  would  pass  a  minute  on 
the  subject,  and  direct  its  publication  in  the  papers  of  the  Church. 

The  Treasurer's  report,  herewith  submitted,  will  explain  the  financial 
condition  of  the  Seminary  and  of  the  various  funds  in  our  hands  as  a  Board. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  W.  Gross,  President. 
Edward  J.  Zahm,  Secretary. 
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II.    REFORT  OF  TREASURER. 
John  B.  Roth,  Treasurer  of  Theological   Seminary,  in  Accouist 

WITH  kSMALTZ  FUND. 

DR. 

Principal  of  Fund  is $  5,000.00 

Oct.  1,  1877,  for  interest  received  to  date §260  00 

For  balance  due  per  Report  of  Oct.  17,  1870 •54..39 

$314.39 
CR. 
Oct.  1,  1877,  by  sundry  payments  to  date,  per  voucher..  $3*25.00 

"     1,  1877,  balance  due  Treasurer $10.01 

Building  Fund  of  Theological  Seminary. 

Oct.  17,  1876,  for  amount  of  Fund  reported  to  Board $11,480.50 

"       1,1877,   "    interest  received  to  date 542.25 

"       1,1877,  "    1st  agcncv  notes  paid 127.79 

"       1,  1877,  "    2nd     "    "      "         "     70.75 

740.79 

Oct.  1,  1877,  total  Fund ^12,221.29 

Pittsbwgh  SyiKid  Profefiso?'  Fund. 

•Oct.  17,  1876,  for  amount  of  Fund  reported  to  Board .?  1,501.59 

"     18,1876,"         "         "   Rev.  Abner  Dale's  bequest 100.00 

Feb.  3,  1877,  "         "         "  A.  Stewart's  note  paid 26.62 

Oct.    1,1877,"         "         "  interest  received  to  date 90.09 

$1,718.30 

Library  Fund,  of  Theological  Seminary. 

Oct.  17,  1870,  for  amount  of  Fund $  1,802.50 

"       1,1877,     "  sundry  interests  received  to  date 119  05 

"  "  balance  due  per  report  to  Board 31.45 

151.10 

CR. 
Oct.  1,  1877,  by  sundry  bills  paid  per  vouchers 47.20 

Oct.  1,  1877,  balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer $103.90 

Endoivment  Fund  Account. 

Oct.  17,  1870,  for  amount  of  Fund  reported  to  Board $04,277.41 

"     18,  187(!,  "         "         "    Rev.  M   A.  Smith 17.00 

Nov.  25, 1876,  "         "         "     "      Geo.  P.  Hartzell 1.5.15 

Dec.    8.1870,"         "         "     "      D.  B.  Ladv 50.00 

"      27,  1870,  "         "         "     "      Geo.  P.  Ht'irtzell 3.25 

Jan.    3,1877,"         "         "     "      N.  S.  Strasburger 100  00 

May  29,  1877,  "         "         "     "      Geo.  W.  Snyder 25.00 

210.40 

Oct.  1,  1877,  total  of  Fund $04,487.81 

•Of  this  Fund  only  about  $60,000  is  interest  bearing. 


Current  expense  account  of  Theological  Seminary  from  October  17,  1876^. 
to  October  1,  1877. 

DR. 
Oct.  1,  1877,  for  amount  of  interest  received  on  sundry  invest- 
ments is $  3,997.56 

OR. 
Oct.  1,  1877,  by  sundry  payments  made  per  vouchers  presented    $  5,780.32 

"     1,     "      balance  due  Treasurer $1,782.76 

"     1,     "      collectable  interests  due  to  date I  1,360.71 

October  2,  1877,  the  foregoing  account  was  carefully  audited  and  found 
to  be  correct. 

D.  W.  Gross,  Fresldent. 

III.    REPORT  OF  BOARD  OP  VISITORS. 

To  ihe  Sy7iod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  CJuirch  in  the  United  States, 

Respected  Brethren.- — During  the  year  that  closed  in  May  last  the- 
operations  of  the  Seminary  were  carried  forward,  as  in  previous  j'ears,. 
peacefully  and  successfully.  N"o  interruption  occurred  in  the  regular 
course  of  study.  Both  professors  and  students  were  permitted  to  attend  to 
their  respective  duties  with  comfort  from  the  beginning  to  the  close  of  the 
year.  There  was  no  occasion  for  the  exercise  of  discipline,  and,  so  far  as 
the  faculty  were  able  to  judge,  no  exception  could  be  taken  to  the  moral 
or  Christian  deportment  of  the  students.  They  report  that  they  made 
commendable  progress  in  the  prosecution  of  their  studies,  and  that  the 
prevalent  tone  of  piety  and  religious  earnestness  had  been  as  good  as  that  of 
the  previous  year.  The  members  of  the  Board,  nearly  all  of  whom  were 
present  at  the  annual  meeting,  were  satisfied  with  the  examination  of  the 
different  classes,  as  showing  diligence  and  progress  on  the  part  of  the 
students.  Whilst  most  of  them  had  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  a  previous  class- 
ical culture,  it  was  gratifying  to  the  Board  to  learn  that  those  who  had 
not  been  favored  with  such  advantages,  had  manifested  all  proper  dili- 
gence to  make  up  for  such  advantages  by  applying  themselves  the  more 
earnestlj'  to  their  studies.  Some  of  the  latter  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportunities  offered  to  them  in  the  college  and  attended  the  lectures  of 
the  college  professors  in  order  to  make  up  for  defects  in  their  previous 
training. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  a  standing  rule  was  adopted,  according  to 
which  the  members  of  the  Senior  class  will  be  required  hereafter  to  pre- 
pare written  Theses  on  some  topic  included  in  their  theological  course,  and 
to  hand  them  over  to  the  Board  of  Visitors  for  examination  and  criticism 
some  time  previous  to  their  final  examination.  It  is  believed  that  this 
arrangement  will  be  useful  in  assisting  the  Board  to  form  a  correct  esti- 
mate of  the  general  culture  of  the  students,  whilst  it  will  be  of  some  ad- 
vantage to  them  also  in  their  studies. 

The  number  of  students  on  the  roll  of  the  Seminary  was  thirty-three, 
thirteen  in  the  Senior,  eleven  in  the  Middle  and  nine  in  the  Junior  class. 

The  following  new  students  entered  the  institution  during  the  year  and 
formed  the  Junior  class  :  John  N.  Appel,  Robert  C.  Bowling,  Maurice 
Bowman,  S.  P.  Penrose  Brown,  Calvin  K.  Christman,  M.  D.,  Thomas  J. 
Hacker,  Thomas  S.  Land,  Silas  F.  Laury,  and  M  Dumstrey  V.  Rheins- 
berg.  With  one  exception  they  all  entered  at  the  opening  of  the  Semi- 
nary year.     Four  are  graduates  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  one  of 
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a  German  Gymnasium,  one  of  a  Medical  school  in  riiiladelphia,  and  the 
other  three  pursued  tlio  special  course  provided  for  non-classical  students. 

The  Senior  class,  having  completed  their  studies  and  sustained  a  satisfac- 
tory examination  before  the  Board,  received  the  usual  certiiicate  of  Dis- 
mission and  Eecdmniendation  for  Licensure,  with  the  exception  of  one, 
who  not  intending  to  apply  for  license  in  our  Church,  received  a  certifi- 
cate of  honorable  dismission.  Their  names  are  the  following  :  A.  Keval- 
lin  Bartholomew,  Tilghman  K.  Dietz,  Nevin  A.  Fisher,  Henry  S.  Garner, 
Henrv  Keller,  Calvin  Leinbach,  Bloeadus  S.  Metzger,  J.  Alvin  Keber,. 
Chas.'W.  E.  Sicgel,  Isaac  S.  Stahr,  George  M.  Zacharias,  Monroe  P.  Zel- 
ler  and  Louis  F.  Zinkhan. 

Most  of  the  members  of  this  class  have  received  calls  to  pastoral  charges 
and  are  now  engaged  in  the  active  duties  of  the  ministry.  Some  however 
are  still  awaitin'g  the  call  to  enter  their  future  sphere  of  labor.  It  is  a 
significant  fact  that  owing  to  the  regular  increase  in  the  ministry  from 
the  difierent  institutions  of  the  Church  during  the  past  few  years,  the  sup- 
ply of  ministers  at  the  present  time  is  in  excess  of  the  demand.  This  has 
never  been  the  case  to  the  same  extent  before  this,  we  presume,  since  the 
organization  of  our  Church  as  a  denomination  in  this  country.  It  is 
therefore  a  matter  for  gratitude  and  sincere  congratulation,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  God  has  heard  tlie  prayers  of  his  people  and  sent  forth  laborers 
into  his  vineyard.  It  shows  that  the  eflbrts  of  the  Church  in  years  gone 
by  to  su]iply  our  congregations  with  a  suitable  ministry  have  not  been  in 
vain  in  theLord.  Butwhilst  we  should  be  thankful,  we  ought  to  be  on 
our  guard  now  lest  we  slacken  our  ettbrts  to  provide  for  our  spiritual  des- 
titutions. Our  improved  condition  in  this  respect  places  us  as  a  Church 
on  vantage-ground  and  puts  us  in  a  position  to  be  more  aggressive  than  we 
have  been  enabled  to  be  hitherto.  It  should  therefore  be  regai-ded  as  a 
special  call  from  on  high  to  redouble  our  exertions  to  enlarge  our  borders, 
to  lengthen  our  cords  and  to  strengthen  our  stakes.  There  is  much  land 
for  us  yet  to  possess  ;  the  destitutions  still  arc  great  and  we  are  debtors 
both  to  the  Jew  and  to  the  Gentile.  Instead  of  allowing  our  zeal  to  pro- 
vide laborers  for  the  great  harvest  to  abate,  we  should  seek  rather  to  re- 
fresh and  strengthen  it.  The  Lord  himself  will  supply  places  within  our 
bounds  for  all  whom  he  calls  to  labor  in  his  harvest  fields. 

It  becomes  our  melancholy  duty  to  report  the  death  of  brother.  Dr.  John 
Beck,  a  valuable  member  of  our  Board  for  many  years,  who  fell  asleep 
last  April.  The  Board  made  a  proper  note  of  this  sad  event  by  placing  a 
suitable  minute  of  it  on  the  records  of  its  proceedings. 

All  of  whicli  is  respectfully  submitted, 

Theodore  Appel, 

Stated  Clerk. 

IV.    REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY,  AT 
LANCASTER,  PA. 

Your  Committee  to  wliom  was  referred  the  Reports  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Tlieological  Seminary  and  Treasurer,  and  of  Board  of  Vis- 
itors of  the  Theological  Seminary,  would  respectfully  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing for  adoption  : 

\.  Resolved,  That  while  we  do  not  know  to  what  extent  compliance  with 
the  request  of  the  Board  would  in  this  case  involve  a  diversion  of  the 
funds  referred  to,  that  it  is  our  sense  that  no  funds  raised  for  building  ])ur- 
poses,  eitlier  j)rincipal  or  interest,  should  be  used  for  endowment  or  Pro- 
fessors' salaries,  or  otherwise,  nor  ought  funds  raised  for  cndnwrnent  be 
used  for  any  other  purposes. 
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2.  Resolved,  That  the  suggestion  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  for  each  pastor  to  preach  on  the  necessity  of  an  educated 
ministry,  once  a  year,  and  that  ministers  and  elders  use  their  influence  to 
awaken  a  deeper  interest  in  the  Seminary  and  if  possible  to  procure  lega- 
cies and  funds  for  the  Endowment  Fund,  be  earnestly  commended  to  the 
attention  of  the  members  of  this  Synod. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological 
Seminary  representing  it  as  in  a  prosperous  condition,  is  highly  encour- 
aging and  a  canse  of  devout  gratitude  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  on 
the  part  of  this  Synod. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  Goodrich, 

JlSrO.    A.    HOFFHEINS, 
T.    F.    HOFFMKIER, 

Louis  Markell, 

Commitiee. 


At  the  election  held  for  members  of  the  several  Boards  of  Synod, 
Messrs.  W.  A.  Wilt,  A.  B.  Wingerd,  L.  Markell,  H.Wirt.  I.  H. 
Keefer,  and  H.  M.  Cockliu  were  nominated  for  election  by  the  Synod 
of  the,  United  States  as  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  The- 
ological Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  to  represent  the  interests  of  this 
Synod  in  said  Board. 

Revs.  A.  H.  Kremer,  J.  0.  Miller,  E.  R.  Eschbach,  and  W.  R.  H. 
Deatrich  were  nominated  for  election  by  the  same  Synod,  as  members 
of  the  Board  of  Visitors  from  this  Synod. 


MERCERSBURG  COLLEGE. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  Mercersburg   College,   located   at   Mercersburg,  Pa.,  is 

within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod  ;  therefore  be  it, 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  extend   its  sympathy  to  the  brethre  n  in 

their  good  work,  and  commend  the  Institution  to  the  favorable  regard 

of  her  membership. 


ARTICLE  XIV. 

MISSIONS. 

The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Missions,  and  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Home 
Missions  were  laid  before  Synod,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions.  The  letters  of  Revs.  F.  Fox  and  J.  Gantenbein  of  the  San 
Francisco  Classis,  so  flir  as  they  refer  to  missionary  matters,  were  also 
referred  to  the  same  Committee.  The  Committee  reported  at  Monday 
Evening's  Session,  and  their  report  was  received  and  adopted.  These 
Reports  are  as  follows  : 


25 

I.    REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  HOME  MISSIONS. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac, 

Rev.  Fathkrs  and  Brkthren: — The  Superintendent  of  Missions  will 
furnish  you  with  &  detailed  account  of  our  united  work  for  the  Synodical 
year  that  has  just  closed.  We  as  a  Board  desire  to  make  the  following 
additional  statements  of  results,  at  the  close  of  the  first  period  of  our  joint 
work.  And  whilst  we  cannot  present  so  flattering  a  statement  of  results  as 
we  desire  to  do,  yet  we  feel  assured  that  sufficient  has  heen  accomplished 
by  this  united  working  of  Missions,  l;y  the  three  Synods,  as  to  encourage 
us  to  continue  the  ])lan,  with  the  hope  of  something  better  in  the  future. 
And  with  this  conviction,  iit  our  last  annual  meeting,  October  1st,  1877, we 
adopted  the  following  resolution,  namely  : 

'■'^ Resolved,  That  this  Board  recommends  to  the  several  Synods  which 
created  the  Board,  that  the  present  Tri-Synodic  union  plan  of  missionary 
operations  be  continued." 

When  we  began  this  united  work,  or  rather  by  the  time  we  got  into 
wf>rking  order,  the  jilaii  by  which  we  proposed  to  do  the  work,  the  three 
Synods  had  assigned  us,  almost  six  months  of  the  first  year  had  elapsed. 
We  started  with  an  empty  Treasury  and  had  thirty-six  missions  placed 
under  our  care,  located  atditi'erent  places  across  the  entire  continent,  some 
of  which  missions,  owing  to  peculiar  circumstances,  we  have  found  difficult 
to  manage  to  this  day.  And,  by  the  time  we  had  gotten  into  full  opera- 
tion, from  four  to  five  thousand  dollars  was  due  our  Missionaries,  abjve 
the  amount  that  had  come  into  our  Treasury  from  voluntary  offerings, 
■whilst  the  amount  needed  to  cover  the  current  expenses  of  the  first  year 
was  nearly  $18,000. 

Besides  this,  it  will  be  remembered  that  up  to  the  time  we  began  this 
united  work,  the  Synods  in  the  several  sections  of  the  Church  had  their 
Boards,  and  many  of  the  Cla.sses  had  the  same  ;  all  of  which  was  calculated 
to  create  confusion  in  the  missionary  work  of  the  Church.  Consequently 
there  were  many  private  claims  first  to  be  settled,  and  arrangements  made 
before  all  could  heartily  enter  into  this  work,  whilst  the  unsettled  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  country  and  the  panic  which  soon  followed  increased 
our  embarrassment. 

These  Synodical,  Classical  and  local  hindrances  have,  in  a  large  meas- 
ure, pas.sed  away  by  time  and  mutual  forbearance,  even  if  the  financial 
condition  of  the  country  has  not  improved.  And  there  is  but  one  Classis 
in  our  three  Synotl.-  now  that  does  not  co-operate  with  us.  Another  of  the 
Classes  of  late  has  resolved  to  ]>ay  appropriations  to  the  missionaries  in  her 
bounds  first  and  then  send' us  her  surplus  funds.  Yet  these' brethren,  we 
feel  assured,  will  see,  ere  K>ng,  the  wisdom  of  co-operating  with  the  rest  of 
the  Church  in  this  blessed  work. 

During  these  four  years  we  have  had  forty-six  missions  under  our  care 
— some  of  them,  however,  for  only  a  ])art  of  the  time.  Of  these  four  have 
become  self-supi)orting  ;  nine,  a  year  ago,  were  transferred  to  the  Board 
of  the  German  Synod,  and  three  have  been  discontinued.  We  have  re- 
ceived under  our  care  during  this  time  eleven  new  missions  ;  so  that  now, 
after  these  transfers  and  discontinuances,  we  have  still  thirty  missions  re- 
maining under  the  care  of  our  Board. 

We  have  reduced  the  expen.ses  of  the  Board  for  the  current  vear  from 
that  of  §1:5,000  for  the  first  year,  to  S!},380.  And,  although  we  have  not 
.so  large  a  number,  still  we  have  as  many  promising  missions  as  Vjefore. 
But  for  the  financial  embarrassment  of  the  country,  that  interrupted  our 
plans,  we  should  not  only  be  out  of  debt,  but  have  occupied  more  territory, 
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that  said  "come  over  and  help  us."  And  yet  we  feel  thankful  to  a  kind 
providence,  that  we  have  been  able  to  do  what  we  did,  in  the  face  of  the- 
hindrances  we  had  to  encounter  from  within  and  without.  We  may  our- 
selves have  been  to  blame  for  some  of  these  hindrances,  but  we  are  con- 
scious at  the  same  time  that  we  have  acted  to  the  best  of  our  judgment. 

Much  of  the  apportionments  made  by  the  Synods  upon  the  Classes  for 
missions,  during  these  four  years,  remains  unpaid  ;  this  neglect  on  the 
part  of  the  Church,  leaves  us  indebted  to  our  missionaries  about  $7,000.. 
To  this  deficit  we  call  your  serious  attention,  and  that  of  each  of  the  Synods 
represented  in  this  Board.  And  we  earnestly  entreat  you  to  take  meas- 
ures at  once  to  have  this  deficit  collected,  and  paid  as  speedily  as  possible 
into  the  Tfeasury,  in  order  that  we  may  pay  these  servants  of  the  Church 
their  just  dues,  some  of  whom  are  suffering,  and,  in  many  instances,  they 
need  it  for  bread  for  their  families. 

We  shall  need  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  our  mission  work,  for  the 
coming  year,  exclusive  of  the  present  indebtedness,  $9,830.  And  in  order 
to  meet  this  indebtedness,  together  with  current  expenses,  we  shall  need 
116,380.  If  the  full  apportionment  of  last  year  only  had  been  paid  we 
should  now  be  free  of  debt,  and  all  our  missionaries  paid — and  if  the  deficit 
on  the  appropriations,  which  the  Synods  made  in  1874-5,  were  now  paid, 
into  the  Treasury  we  could  continue  all  our  missions  for  this  year  and  not 
ask  the  Church  for  one  dollar.  The  Synods  may  ask  us  to  explain  how  came 
this  debt,  and  how  it  continues  to  increase?  Figures  from  the  Treasur- 
er's printed  reports,  and  his  present  one,  will  reply  for  us.  At  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Synods  in  1873, when  these  plans  of  operations  wore  adopted,  no 
apportionment  was  made.  At  the  end  of  that  year  the  Treasurer  reported 
$8,104  received  from  the  three  Synods,  and  that  |4,0(0  was  still  wanting  to 
pay  the  duesof  the  year  then  closed.  In  1874  the  Synods  apportioned  among 
themselves  $14,000,  of  which  they  paid,  says  the  report,  $9,664,  in  which 

The  Svnod  of  the  United  States  fell  short $1,273 

The  sVnod  of  Pittsburg  "       "      1,275 

The  Synod  of  the  Potomac  "       "      1,788 

Total $4,33& 

In  1875  the  Synods  apportioned  $15,000,  of  which  thevpaid  to  meet  debt 
and  expenses  $10,(  22,— deficit  $4,979,  in  which 

The  Synod  of  the  Cnited  States  fell  short $2,509 

The  Synod  of  Pittsburg  "       "     1,233 

The  Synod  of  the  Potomac  "       "     1,236 

In  1876  the  Synods  again  apportion(;-d  $15,000,  but  of  which  to  this  date 
only  $7,997.57  lias  been^paid— leaving  a  deficit  of  $7,002.43. 

Should  the  Synods  secure  the  payment  only  of  the  apportionment  of  last 
year,  the  debt  would  be  paid,  and  you  would  only  have  to  provide  for  the 
$9,830  for  the  current  year.     In  the  two  years  of  1875-6 

The  Synod  of  the  United  States  fell  back $3,782 

The  Svnod  of  Pittsburg  "       "     2,508 

The  Synod  of  the  Poto^mac  "       "     3,024 

Total $9,314 

Add  to  that  $7,002.48,  deficit  of  this  year,  and  you  have  $16,826.  This 
would  pay  all  indebtedness  and  support  the  missions  for  the  coming  year. 
If  you  will  provide  for  this   by  another  apportionment,  then   we  sugge.si 
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that  the  Synod  of  tho  United  States  assumes  f  9,000,  Pittsburg  $2,830,  Po- 
tomac $4,500. 

If  only  one  half  of  our  communicant  membership  now  in  these  three 
Synods,  81 ,309,  would  give  at  an  average  of  50  cents  each  this  year  for 
missions,  we  should  have  over  $20,000  for  this  cause. 

The  term  for  which  the  Superintendent  was  elected  is  aboutto  expire.  The 
Synods  have  made  it  our  duty  to  nominate  a  successor.  We  have  agreed 
unanimously  to  suggest  to  you  the  name  of  the  Kev.  Dr.  Theodore  Appel 
of  the  Synocl  of  the  United  States  to  fill  that  office  for  the  coming  term. 

And  whilst  we  unite  with  all  Christians  in  the  prayer,  "Lord,  send  more 
laborers  into  thy  vineyard,"  we  can  not  but  add  to  our  prayOT  "that  our 
peoj)le  may  pr<jperly  understand  what  is  their  duty,  in  regard  to  the  mis- 
sionary work  of  tlie  Church,  and  have  grace  to  give  more  liberally  of  their 
means',  as  God  has  prospered  theni.  And  unto  His  name  be  all  the  glory, 
in  the  Church,  world  without  end.     Amen." 

J.  0.  Miller,  President 
W.  H.  H.  Snyder,  Secretary. 

II.    REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  HOME  MISSIONS, 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  the  Pittsburgh 
Synod,  and  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac, 

Heverend  AND  Dear  Brethren  : — At  the  close  of  another  year  of 
missionary  work  by  our  Synods,  I  hereby  submit  for  your  consideration 
a  general  statement  in  the  way  of  report  respecting  the  same. 

SYNOD  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Tliough  this  is  the  oldest  Synod,  the  fruitful  mother  of  the  others,  the 
home  of  the  earliest  and  larg"est  Reformed  settlements  in  the  land,  yet  it 
has  now,  and  owing  to  its  including  so  many  large  towns  and  cities  within 
its  territory,  will  likely  continue  to  have  a  goodly  proportion  of  the  whole 
number  of' our  missions  within  its  bounds.  During  the  year  there  were 
fifteen,  all  of  them,  with  two  exceptions,  in  cities  or  thriving  towns. 

Catasauqua,  Pa. — John  J.  Christ,  pastor.  The  late  pastor  of  this  mission 
Eev.  A.  B.  Koplin  after  a  number  of  years  spent  in  hard  and  successful 
labor,  accepted  a  call  from  the  Hellertown  charge.  His  succes.sor  finds, 
however,  still  much  to  do;  has  so  far  found  favor  with  his  people  and  the 
community.    English  and  German.    Appropriation,  old,  $600  ;  new,  $350. 

AUentoirn,  Pa. — Christ  Church,  Jared  Fritzinger,  pastor.  This  mission 
is  but  little  more  than  a  year  old.  It  has  been  in  large  part  a  labor  of 
love  with  its  jjastor.  Its  members  have  suft'ered  from  lack  of  work,  and 
as  times  brighten,  its  prospects  will  doubtless  brighten.  Has  a  good  Sun- 
day school.     German.     Appropriation  $300. 

Kasttin,  Pa.— Grace  Church,  Daniel  Y.  Heislcr,  pastor.  Growing  in 
membership,  consistence,  and  self-consciousness.  English.  Appropria- 
tion $200. 

Rendiny,  Pa.  — St.  John's,  .John  W.  Steinmetz,  pastor.  This  congrega- 
tion has  its  largo  churcli  and  jiarsonage  about  completed.  It  is  well-lo- 
cated, the  only  drawback  to  which  is  a  heavy  debt.  Has  been  highly  pros- 
j)erous,  and  looks  toward  a  useful  and  influential  future.  English  and 
German.     A])propriation  $400. 

Shenandoah  City,  Pa. — Vacant.  For  several  years  past  this  mission  was 
served  by  the  Rev.  E.  D.  Miller  with  great  self-denial  and  a  good  degree 
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•of  success.     The  congregation  is  now  supplied  by  a  committee  of  Lebanon 
■Classis.     German  and  English.     Appropriation  $300. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. — *SY.  John''s,  J.  Samuel  Vandersloot,  pastor.  Steady, 
■wisely  directed  work  always  been  necessary  in  this  mis.sion.  It  labors 
under  peculiar  ditRculties ;  and  yet  it  has  many  valuable  elements  of 
strength  in  it,  and  undoubted  opportunities  of  growth  before  it,  if  they  can 
only  be  utilized.  The  present  pastor  has  taken  charge  within  the  year, 
and  it  cannot  yet  be  seen  to  what  extent  blessings  will  attend  his  labors. 
English.     Appropriation  $300. 

Wyoming,  Del. — E.  H.  Dieflenbacker,  pastor.  The  membership  of  this 
mission  is  growing.  A  visit  to  Caroline  County,  Md.,  has  shown  that 
most  likely  a  congregation  can  be  organized  in  that  section,  which  might 
for  some  time,  at  least,  be  served  by  the  pastor  at  Wyoming.  For  many 
reasons  we  believe  that  before  long  a  separate  charge  may  be  formed  on 
the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  as  many  of  our  people  are  buying  land  in 
Kent,  Queen  Anne,  Talbot  and  Caroline  Counties.  English.  Appropri- 
ation $300. 

Ha.rrisburgh,  Pa. — Second  Church,  George  W.  Snyder,  pastor.  Nothing 
marked  occurred  in  this  mission  during  the  year.  It  has  a  good  location, 
a  fine  building,  and  an  inviting  future.     Engli-sh.     Appropriation  $300. 

Harrisburgh,  Pa. — Zwingli,  Wm.  T.  Gerhard,  pastor.  The  late  pastor, 
Eev.  Moritz  Noll,  followed  a  call  to  Ohio  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 
Then  came  a  long  vacancy.  The  veteran  Father  Gerhard  has  now  taken 
charge,  and,  judging  from  his  success  at  Lancaster  in  a  similar  work,  we 
may  predict  prosperity  for  this  congregation.  German.  Appropriation 
$250. 

Columbia,  Pa. — Conrad  Clever,  pastor.  Congregation  doing  well. 
Growing  internally  in  character  and  externally  in  membership.  Appro- 
priation, old.  $100;  new,  $5'J. 

Overton,  Pa. — Vacant.  German  and  English.  Appropriation  $75.  It 
should  be  supplied  soon,  or  it  will  greatly  suffer. 

Wilkc^barre,  Pa. — Vacant.  The  English  mission  in  this  place  was  or- 
ganized under  the  name  of  Trinity  last  January.  For  a  short  time  pre- 
vious Rev.  J.  B.  Shontz  had  been  laboring  here,  and  getting  things  ready 
for  this  event.  He  was  liked  by  his  people,  and  gathered  a  membership 
of  some  forty  hj  spring,  when,  with  the  consent  of  the  Executive  Council 
he  retired  from  the  mission.     The  appropriation  was  at  the  rate  of  $600. 

Liverpool,  Pa. — Willonghly  Dbnat,  pastor.  This  brother  has  done  well. 
The  field  is  now  self-sustaining  since  June  last. 

Lock  Haven,  Pa. — Church  of  the  Resurrection,  Isaac  S.  Stahr,  pastor. — 
Vacant  from  May  to  October.  A  German  congregation,  heretofore  inde- 
pendent, located  four  miles  from  Lock  Haven,  has  been  received  by  West 
•Susquehanna  Classis,  and  connected  with  this  mission.  This  necessitated 
the  calling  of  a  pastor  who  could  use  readily  the  English  and  the  German 
language.  Appropriation,  old,  $400;  new,  $3*  0.  As  Superintendent  I 
feel  constrained  to  express  my  full  conviction  that  the  sum  of  $300,  appro- 
priation to  this  mission,  is  entirely  inadequate,  and  should  be  raised  to 
$400,  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

Lansdale,  Pa. — Supjplied  by  a  committee  of  Tohickon  Classis  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Superintendent  of  missions.  The  main  part  of  the  minis- 
terial lab®r  has  hitherto  been  done  by  the  Eev.  Jacob  Kehrm.  The  new 
church,  a  gem  in  its  way,  is  finished.  There  has  been' a  good  work  done 
here  in  7tn/avo)-able  times. 
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Of  these  mission?  in  the  Eastern  Synod  one, — the  Liverpool — has  hecome- 
self-sustaiiiing  durinu;  tlie  year.  Several  of  the  others  are  almost  at  that 
point,  while  others  again  will  need  help  for  several  years  to  come,  and 
well  deserve  that  help.  Lansdale  has  not  cost  us  any  appropriation,  and 
will  doubtless  be  connected  with  a  neighboring  charge. 

PITTSBURGH  SYNOD. 

By  the  organization  of  the  German  West  Pennsylvania  Classis  out  of 
the  membership  of  this  Synod,  and  the  transfer  of  missions  in  the  East- 
ern German  Synod,  the  number  of  missions  to  the  Pittsburgh  Synod  has 
been  largely  decreased.  There  are  now  seven;  though,  in  addition  to 
these,  two  of  the  Classes  support  each  one  or  two  weak  charges  with  the 
missionary  aid  on  their  own  responsibilit}-. 

Kiitanning,  Pa. —  D.  S.  Dieffenbaeher,  pastor.  Self-supporting  since 
last  June.     Has  been  very  prosperous.     English. 

Titusville,  Pa. — J.  Heberle,  pastor.  New  life  and  energy  seem  to  have 
come  to  this  congregatit>n.  The  pastor  has  a  large  field  of  u.sefulness, 
both  in  Titusville  and  in  surrounding  towns.  German.  Appropriation 
$150. 

Cumberland.,  Md. — F.  II.  Schwedes,  pastor.  This  has  come  to  be  a  solid 
interest.  Besides  the  main  congregation  in  Cumberland  there  is  a  branch 
congregation  in  Keyser  city.  Gernuiu.  Appropriation,  old,  |350;  new, 
$300. 

Scotidale,  Pa. — Samuel  Z.  Beam,  pastor.  Mission  in  this  place  has  been 
doing  well.  Ought,  however,  to  be  connected  with  some  neighboring  con- 
gregations to  make  it  self-supporting  within  a  reasonable  time.  English. 
Appropriation,  old,  $250;  new,  $200. 

AUogheny,  Pa. — First  Church,  Wm.  F.  Lichliter,  pastor.  This  congre- 
gation has  not  always  run  a  smooth  course.  It  has  had  to  contend  with 
serious  internal  and  external  difficulties.  These  anterior  to  the  coming  of 
the  present  pastor.  If  this  congregation,  always  self-supporting  with  the 
exception  of  a  short  jieriod,  is  to  be  saved  to  tbe  Reformed  Church,  all  who 
are  concerned  with  it,  will  have  to  act  discreetly,  energetically  and  with  a 
liberal  hand.     English.     Aj)propriation  $400. 

Pittsburgli,  Pa. — Ti-inity,  J.  M.  Souder,  pastor.  Suffered  from  hard 
times,  like  many  other  missions.  The  pastor  is  liked  by  his  people  and 
looks  hopefully  to  the  future.     English.     Appropriation  $250,  continued. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. — Zion's,  H.  D.  Darbaker,  pastor.  Thenumber  of  mem- 
bers has  been  increased  during  the  year.  General  harmony  prevails. 
English.     Appropriation  $300,  continued. 

Of  the  missions  of  the  Pittsburg  Synod,  here  enumerated,  one — that  in 
Kittanning — has  become  self-.supporting  during  the  year.  The  others  will 
need  more  or  less  continuous  help  for  several  years  to  come.  They  are  all 
located  in  prominent  places. 

SYNOD  Oy  THE  POTOMAC. 

The  missions  of  this  Synod  are  teri  in  number.  Generally  speaking  they 
have  done  well. 

Duncannon,  Pa. — XT.  II.  Ileilman,  pastor.      This  charge  has  made  pro- 

fress  during  the  year.     The  peo])le  of  the  congregations  have  commenda- 
!}•  gone  to  work  and  aided  the  pastor,  which  fact  has  greatly  encouraged 
him.     English  and  German.     Ajipropriation,  old,  $300;  new,  $200. 
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Winchester,  Va. — Charles  G.  Fisher,  pastor.  A  material  improvement 
in  this  charge  has  been  the  purchase,  on  favorable  terms,  of  a  suitable  par- 
sonage. The  mission  has  also  otherwise  made  progress.  English.  Ap- 
propriation, old,  $350;  new,  $2-50. 

Orhisonia,  Pa. — John  M.  Schick,  pastor.  In  this  mission,  consisting  of 
several  small  congregations,  one  new  Church  is  building,  and  one  old  one 
purchased  is  undergoing  repairs.  Solid  work  has  been  done  here.  Eng- 
lish.    Appropriation,  old,  $200;  new,  $150. 

Chamhe7-sh2irg,  Pa. — St.  Joh7i's,  Carl  Gundlach,  pastor.  A  small  con- 
gregation to  which  a  number  of  members  have  been  added  during  the 
year.     German.     Appropriation,  old,  $100;  new,  $75. 

Sulphur  Spring,  Pa. — ~W.  Augustus  Gring,  pastor.  The  brother  labor- 
ing in  this  field  is  greatly  encouraged.  Future  hopeful.  English.  Ap- 
propriation |200,  continued. 

Washington,  D.  C. — St.  Stephen's.  Supplied  by  the  Superintendent  of 
missions  for  near  two  years,  aided  by  a  committee  appointed  by  Maryland 
■Classis.  For  more  than  a  year  past  regular  services  every  two  weeks  as 
a  rule,  except  during  the  hot  season.  Organization  made,  amid  much 
good  feeling,  on  Sunday,  October  7  ;  one  person  confirmed,  one  received 
on  profession  of  faith  ;  and  the  Holy  Communion,  with  goodly  attendance, 
celebrated  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  The  Board  has  resolved  that 
the  appropriation  be  $1000  ;  and  that  a  missionary  shall  be  commissioned 
as  soon  as  a  suitable  man  can  be  procured. 

PACIFIC  COAST  MISSIONS. 

San  Francisco,  Cal. — John  H.  Krueger,  pastor.  There  are  evident  signs 
of  life  in  the  mission  here.  The  people  are  subscribing  for  the  relief  of 
their  church  debt  with  the  expectation  of  help  from  the  East.  Some  mem- 
bers have  also  been  added.  Sunday-school  in  good  condition.  German. 
Appropriation,  old,  $300;  new,  $225. 

Napa,  Cal. — Frederick  Fox,  pastor.  Not  much  change  in  this  mission. 
The  pastor  has  been  heavilj'^  atfiicted  by  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  deserves 
kindest  remembrance  in  this  connection,  inasmuch  as  she  led  a  life  of 
-great  usefulness  to  the  mission  itself.  German  and  English.  Appropria- 
tion, old,  $440  ;  new,  $310. 

Portland,  Oregoti.— John  Gantenbein,  pastor.  Suitable  lots  for  church 
and  parsonage  have  been  bought,  and  a  chapel  is  in  course  of  erection.  It 
is  expected  that  very  little  debt  will  remain  after  the  chapel  is  completed. 
Thus  the  mission  will  get  a  prominent  character.  It  is  centrally  located, 
also,  for  exerting  an  influence  over  other  communities  in  the  State.  Ger- 
man.    Appropriation,  old,  .$-500  ;   new,  $400. 

Salem,  Oregon. — J.  Muellhaupt,  pastor.  The  effort  in  this  field  has  been 
rto  organize  one  or  two  congregations,  toward  which  end  fair  progress  has 
been  made.  The  difficulties  in  the  way  are,  however,  also  numerous — a 
fact  not  to  be  overlooked.  The  pastor  has  to  undergo  many  privations. 
>German.     Appropriation  $300,  continued. 

SUMMABY. 

Missions  in  Synod  of  the  United  States 15 

"         "  Pittsburgh  Synod 7 

"        "  Synod  of  the  Potomac 10 

Total 32 
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MISCEI.LAXEOUS  ITKMS 

Iowa  Missions. — There  are  several  missions  in  Iowa  Classis,  maintained 
in  part  by  funds  coming  from  these  Synods.  As  they  are  in  no  way  imder 
•our  control,  we  have  no  report  from  them. 

Mission  Territory. — I  cannot  let  this  opportunity  pass  without  calling 
the  attention  of  the  Synods  to  the  promising  territory  for  fViuiiding  mission 
■congregations,  wliich  is  more  and  more  opening  to  the  Heforined  Church. 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  Boston,  Baltimore  and  Pittsburgh  have  an  open 
door  for  us  to  enter.  In  each  one,  or  its  immediate  suburbs,  a  new  con- 
gregation could  be  organized  at  any  time  we  chose  to  do  it.  Delaware, 
Eastern  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  are  receiving  a  large  influx  of  Reformed 
immigration  from  the  older  settlements.  The  same  is  measurably  true  of 
Tennessee  ;  and  very  largely  true  of  Texas,  whither  whole  colonies  from 
East  Pennsylvania,  for  example,  are  going  now,  and  many  more  are  like- 
ly to  go.     We  should  lay  hold  of  all  these  localities  in  good  time. 

Was/iiugton,  D.  C. — The  English  interest  in  this  city,  as  elsewhere  in 
this  report  noticed,  has  now  obtained  form  under  the  name  of  St.  Stephen's 
congregation,  organized  on  Sunday,  October  7th,  1877,  with  twenty  odd 
members.  Two  elders  and  two  deacons  were  elected,  confirmation  was 
had  and  the  first  Communion  celebrated.  Those  acquainted  with  the  facts 
know  that  much  and  long  continued  libor,  patience  and  hopefulness  were 
■demanded  to  bring  about  tliis  happy  issue  ;  an  event  of  more  than  ordinary 
consequence  to  our  entire  Church. 

REFLECTIONS. 

By  the  first  of  December  next  four  years  will  have  passed  since  our  pres- 
ent Board  of  Missions  officially  and  actively  began  its  work.  That  was 
the  term,  too,  for  which  the  Su])erintendent  was  elected,  and  for  which 
substantially  unchanged  the  Board  itself  was  to  continue.  What  did  v>e 
find  then  9  A  Mis-ion  Board  in  the  two  Eastern  Synods,  a  Mission  Board 
in  the  Pittsburgh  Synod,  and  Mission  Boards  or  committees  acting  as  such 
in  a  number  of  the  Classes.  Furthermore,  we  found  a  debt  of  over  $5,- 
000,  owing  by  these  several  Boards  and  Classes,  and  a  current  expense  ac- 
count in  the  neighborhood  of  $13,000  jier  annum,  with  an  income  consid- 
erable belt)w  it,  and  the  missionary  cause  on  the  high  tide  to  manifold  em- 
barrassments. To  crown  all,  we  stoi)d  at  the  threshhold  of  a  panic,  unex- 
am{)led,  for  sa])ping  everything,  in  the  history  of  our  country.  And  what 
have  wr  do)ie  ?  We  have  driven  out  of  existence  this  wilderness  of  ^fission 
Boards. 

"VVe  have  succeeded,  after  two  year's  effort,  in  getting  all  the  Classes — 
except  North  Carolina — to  co-operate  with  the  Board  of  these  Synods. 
This  was  one  of  the  most  difficult  things  in  the  history  of  our  Church  prac- 
tically to  accomplish  ;  and,  from  indications,  it  will  be  found  one  of  the 
most  difficult  things  to  keep  accomplished  in  the  future.  Yet  it  is  fund- 
amental to  all  true,  jiermanent  success  in  the  work. 

"We  have  reduced  the  running.expenscs  from  $13,000  to  a  little  over 
$9,000  per  annum,  and  sup[)ort  with  this  about  as  many  promising  missions 
as  were  sujiported  with  the  original  larger  sum. 

In  a  number  of  Classes  the  sum  contributed  for  missions  have  been 
steadily  rising;  in  others,  they  have  been  stationary  ;  and  in  several  they 
have  fallen  of!',  we  are  sorry  to  say,  caused,  however,  it  is  said  by  the 
brethren  in  those  Classes  by  extra  severity  of  the  times  in  their  localities. 

We  have  proved  that  the  claims  of  the  several  Classes,  and  the  claims  of 
«  General  Board,  can  be  harmonized  by  proper  mediation,  whenever  that 
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mediation  is  allowed  to  come  in,  and  its  agreements  are  equally  supportecf 
by  both  parties. 

But 

Well,  the  present  arrangement  has  left  much  undone.  It  has  doubtless 
been  guilty  of  sins  of  omission,  and  of  commission,  too.  I  presume  no 
sensible  person  expected  it  to  meet  all  wants  and  stop  all  woes  in  our  mis- 
sionary work.  Four  years  are  too  short  a  period  for  that.  Besides,  the 
general  plan,  while  I  hold  it,  as  a  whole,  to  be  the  best  by  far  we  have 
hitherto  inaugurated,  has  shown  some  serious  defects  in  its  workings,  as 
might  have  been  expected.  The  principal  defect  consists  beyond  all  reas- 
onable question,  in  the  accidenial  system  of  brakes,  as  I  might  most  ex- 
pressively call  it,  external  and  internal,  which  has  greatly  obstructed  its 
efficiency,  and  defeated  some  of  the  plainest  ends  it  was  intended  to  meet. 
And  in  any  reconstruction  that  may  be  attempted,  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind,  that  an}'  cause  having  the  limited  propelling  force  of  our  missionary 
work  cannot  bear  many  brakes,  multiplied  checks.  The  object  should  be 
to  eliminate  them,  wherever  possible.  Again,  the  vigorous  carrying  for- 
ward of  our  missionary  operations  demands  a  free,  untrammelled  execu- 
tive head,  to  whom  Boards  are  advisory,  but  the  Synods  alone  are  mand- 
atory. Let  it  be  the  President  of  the  Board  ;  let  it  be  a  numerically  small 
committee,  selected  wisely  for  the  purpose  ;  let  it  be  a  General  Superin- 
tendent. Any  of  these,  especially  the  first  or  last  might  and  would  do. 
But  let  it  never  be,  if  the  work  is  to  be  done,  any  two  or  all  three  of  them. 

As  with  the  expiration  of  my  term  of  service,  by  the  first  of  December, 
I  intend  to  enter  the  ranks  of  our  active  pastors,  I  hereby  thank  the  Syn- 
ods for  the  confidence  reposed  in  me  and  the  general  kindness  bestowed 
upon  me  in  the  responsible  position  I  have  occupied. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  K.  Levan, 
Superintendent  of  Missions. 

III.    REPORT  OP  TREASURER  OF  HOME  MISSIONS. 

To  the  Board  of  Missions  of  tJie  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States : 

1  beg  leave,  most  respectfully,  to  submit  the  following  Report  of  the 
finances  of  the  Board  for  the  year  ending  October  8th,  1877. 

RECEIPTS. 

SYNOD  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Classis  of  Philadelphia $  385.84 

"  "  Goshenhoppen 1,039.76 

"  "  East  Pennsylvania 253.1G 

"  "  Lebanon 1,'290  66 

"  "   Lancaster 594.67 

"  "  West  Susquehanna 338.38 

"  "  East  Susquehanna r 424  13 

Total  from  Synod  of  the  United  States $4,820.65 

SYNOD  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 

Classis  of  Zion $  (370.13 

"       "  Maryland 1,093.72 

"      "  Mercersburg 382.63 

Total  from  Synod  of  the  Potomac $2,140.48 
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SYNOD  OF  PITTSBURGH. 

Classis  of  Allegheny S  120.00 

"      "  Clarion...' SfJ.OO 

"      "  Somerset 275.40 

From  Treasurer  of  Synod 82-3.00 

Total  from  Synod  of  Pittsburgh $1,250.40 

From  California  Classis 9.80 

"      Miscellaneous  sources 258.26 

Balance  in  Treasury  October  9,  1876 633.72 

Total  from  all  sources $8,631.29 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Orders  of  the  Board  paid  during  the  year $7;897.29 

Amount  paid  Treasurer  of  Iowa  Classis 163.16 

Balance  due  the  Board 570.84 

$8,631.29 

I  have  also  received  during  the  year  the  following  named  sums  on  ac- 
count of  subscriptions  made  to  Rev.  John  Gantenbein  for  Church  Exten- 
sion on  the  Pacific  Coast,  viz.  : 

Tohickon  Classis — From  Rev.  D.  Rothrock $135.00 

Lancaster  Classis — From  Mrs.  Geo.  Small,  Harrisburg $57.37 

"  "  ''      Reformed  Salem  Ch.       "        50  00 

"  "  "      Geo.  Z.  Kunkle  "        100.00 

"  "  "      Wm.  H.  Seibert  "        50.00 

257.37 

Total $292.37 

This  sum  has  been  appropriated  towards  the  payment  of  a  lot  of  ground 
in  Portland,  Oregon,  purchased  by  Rev.  John  Gantenbein. 

Yery  respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  H.  Seibkrt,   Treasurer. 
Harrisburg,  Oct.  8,  1877. 

Harrii^burg,  Oct.  9,  1877.  I  do  hereby  certify,  that  I  examined  the  pre- 
ceding account  comparing  it  with  the  vouchers  and  found  it  to  be  correct 
— leaving  a  balance  of  five  hundred  and  seventv  dollars  and  eighty-four 
cents  ($570.84j  in  the  Treasury. 

D.  W.  Gross,  Commitiee. 


IV.    REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  MISSIONS. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  begs  leave  to  offer  the  following  as  their 
report : 

"\Ve  had  placed  in  our  hands  the  following  documents  for  consideration, 
namely  :  a  statement  from  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Jlissions,  the  Report 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Missions,  tlie  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri- 
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Synodic  Board  of  Missions,  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  John  Gantenbein  of 
Portland,  Oregon,  and  a  letter  from  Eev.  F.  Fox  of  Napa;  California. 
From  these  documents  your  Committee  learn  that  although  greatly  em- 
barrassed by  financial  pressure,  the  missionary  work  has  been  maintained 
during  the  past  year.  In  consequence  of  the  Church  not  coming  up, 
especially  during  the  past  year  to  her  appotionments,  the  Board  is  largely 
indebted  to  the  missionaries.  They  make  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  Synods 
for  immediate  relief  for  these  sulfering  missionaries. 

The  Board  had  under  their  care  during  the  past  year  thirty-one  mission- 
aries, ten  of  which  were  within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod.  They  have  re- 
ceived from  the  three  Synods  during  last  year  $7,739.51,  and  from  other 
sources  $901  78  ;  total  $8,631.29.  They  paid  out  $8,060.45,  leaving  a  de- 
ficit owing  the  missionaries  of  nearly  $7,000,  to  meet  which  there  remains 
in  the  Treasury  only  $570.80.  This  is  a  sad  state  of  things  when  the 
Church  is  so  able  to  meet  all  these  claims  and  could  so  readily  double  this 
amount,  if  properly  appealed  to  by  our  pastors,  and  those  having  charge  of 
these  matters.  The  Board  need  for  current  expenses  of  the  coming  year 
$9,330,  and  to  meet  indebtedness  $7,000  more— a  total  of  $16,330. 

The  Board  suggests  to  the  Synods  the  continuance  of  the  present  plan 
for  working  our  missions.  They  suggest  further  the  name  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Theodore  Appel  of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  for  the  oflice  of 
Superintendent  for  the  coming  term. 

Your  Committee  suggest  the  following  action  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  present  plan  _for  working  our  missions  be  con- 
tinued. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Theodore  Appel,  be  and  hereby  is 
chosen  to  the  oiRce  of  Superintendent  of  Missions  for  the  coming  term 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  pastors  of  our  Churches  be  directed  to  make  an 
appeal  to  their  people  for  the  relief  of  our  missionaries. 

4.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  apportion  $4,500  among  the  several  Classes 
to  meet  the  present  indebtedness  and  current  expenses  of  the  Board. 

5.  Resolved,  That  this  amount  be  apportioned  among  the  Classes  as  fol- 
lows;  Maryland  Classis,  $1,5'>0 ;  Zion's  Classis,  $1,200;  Mercersburg 
Classis,  $1,200;  Virginia  Classis,  $400;  North  Carolina  Classis,  $200. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  letters  of  Revs.  J.  Gantenbein  and  F.  Fox  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions. 

J.  O.  Miller, 
J.  H.  Sykes, 
M.  L.  Shuford, 
H.  Hartzel, 
C.  M.  Keedy, 

Committee. 


At  the  election  for  members  of  the  several  Boards  of  Synod,  Rev. 
A.  H.  Kremer  and  Elder  G.  S.  Grriffith  were  elected  members  of  the 
Synodic  Board  of  Missions  for  the  term  of  four  years. 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 

Kcv.  A.  H.  Kronior, 4  years, October  1,  1881 

Elder  G.  S.  Griffith, 4'  "  "  1,1881 

Rev.  J.  A.  Peters 3  "  "  1,1880 

"    E.  R.  Eschbach, 3  "  "  1,1880 

Elder  Henry  Wirt, 2  "  "  1,1879 

Rev.  J.  O.  Miller, 1  "  "  1,1878 

Elder  Wm.  A.  Wilt, 1  "  "  1,1878 

The  u.sual  missionary  meetiiitr  was  held  on  Monday  Evening,  when 
several  addresses  were  made,  and  a  collection  was  lifted  for  the  cause, 
amounting  to  $26.31. 


Items  1  and  2  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod, 
laid  on  the  table  at  the  time  of  acting  on  said  report,  until  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions  report,  were  then  taken  up,  and  it  was  found,  that 
the  apportionments  for  Missioins  had  been  only  partly  met  by  the 
Classes,  as  shown  by  the  Treasurer's  Report. 

In  this  connection,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Rexohcil,  That  this  Synod  earnestly  calls  the  attention  of  the  Tri- 
Synodic  Board  to  the  Mission  work  in  the  Valley  of  A^irginia,  as  a 
work  which  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  regards  with  special  interest, 
hope,  and  love. 


The  application  of  the  Second  Reformed  Churc-h  of  Hagerstown, 
Md.,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Overtures,  item  7,  was  duly 
considered  by  the  Synod,  and  the  request  was  not  granted,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  embarrassed  state  of  its  missionary  funds,  as  well  as  on 
account  of  long  missionary  assistance  rendered  said  congregation  in 
former  ye:irs. 


The  request  to  Synod,  coming  from  a  Committee  of  the  iMaryland 
Classis,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Overtures,  under  item  8,  to 
aid  in  establishing  an  English  Reformed  congregation  in  Washington, 
D.  C.,  was  regarded  with  favor,  and  the  interests  of  said  mission  were 
referred  to  the  special  consideration  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Mis- 


sions. 


The  suggestion  of  said  Committee,  that  the  S3'nod  of  the  Potomac, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Synods  of  the  United  States  and  Pittsburgh, 
pledge  itself  to  raise,  in  the  way  of  Church  Extension,  its  proportion 
of  the  amount  necessary  for  the  securing  of  a  lot  and  Chapel  for  the 
mission,  was  laid  on  the  table  luitil  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Synod. 
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ARTICLE  XV. 

FINANCE. 

I.  treasurer's  report. 

The  Treasurer  of  Synod  submitted  his  Annual  Report,  which  was- 
received,  and  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  audited.     The  Report  is  as  follows  : 

Louis  Markell,  Treasurer^  in  account  vnth  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac: 

DR. 

October  20,  1876,  to  balance,  cash  on  hand $321. i5- 

"        22,       "      to  cash  collection,  missionary  meeting 20.4T 

August  20,  1877,  to  cash  received  of  North  Carolina  Classis 10.00 

Sept.         8,      "      to  cash  received  of  Mercersburg  Classis 65.00 

October   4,      "     to  cash  received  of  Maryland  Classis 60.00 

"       18,       "     to  cash  received  of  Virginia  Classis  for  1876 20.00 

"       18,       "  "  "  ''''  "        "    1877 10.00 

"       18,       "  "  "  Zion'sClassis 65.00 

Making 1571.62 

CONTEA.  CR. 

October  22,  1876,  bv  cash  paid  Rev   Dr.  Higbee,  expenses  of  com- 
mittee    %  5.25' 

"         15,     "      bv  cash  paid  Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Treasurer  of  Mis- 

"sions 20.47 

<'         27,     •'      by  cash  paid  Wm.   D.  Gro.ss,   Treasurer,   assess- 
ment of  General  Synod 166.00 

December  23,  1876,  by  cash  paid  for  printing  Minutes 165.00 

'^  23,     "       "       "       "     Rev.  Wm.    M.    Deatrick,   Stated 

Clerk,  expenses 13.50' 

September  8,  1877,  by  cash  paid  Rev.  Wm.   M.    Deatrick,  Stated 

Clerk,  .salary 75.00- 

October  18,       "      by  balance,  cash  on  hand 126.40 

Making $571.62 

On  motion,  it  was, 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  be  instructed  to  charge  in- 
terest on  all  assessments  made  for  Contingent  Fund  of  Synod,  if  not 
paid  on  or  before  the  first  of  August  following  the  time  of  assessment. 


ir.    REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  following  report,  which  was  re- 
ceived and  adopted,  viz.  : 

The  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  examined 
the  Treasurer's  Report,  with  its  accompanying  vouchers,  and  find  it  to  be 
correct.  There  remains  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  !fl26.40.  In  order 
to  meet  the  current  ex]jenses  of  Synod,  and  also  provide   in  part  for  the- 
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•assessment  of  the  next  General  Synod,  which  will  meet  next  May,  the 
Committee  recommend,  that  the  sum  of  $28;'). 00  be  raised,  and  that  it  be 
apportioned  among  the  several  Classes,  as  follows  : 

Zion's  Classis $  80.00 

!Mercorsburg  Classis 80.00 

Maryland  Clasgis 75.00 

Virginia  Classis 25.00 

INTor'th  Carolina  Classis 25.00 

Making $285.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.    R.    EsCHBACH, 

A.  J.  Kellkr, 
H.  Tallhelm, 

D.    S.    FiROR, 

Committee. 


Item  4  of  the  Keport  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  laid 
on  tlie  table  at  the  time  of  considering  said  Report,  was  then  adopted, 
it  having  been  learned  from  the  Treasurer's  Report,  that  all  the  Classes 
had  paid  their  assessments  for  contingent  purposes. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  SYNOD. 

The  Board  of  Tiiistees  of  Synod  presented  their  annual  report  to 
Synod,  which  was  received  and  approved,  and  is  as  follows: 

The  Board  of  Trustees  beg  leave  to  report,  as  follows  :  Your  Board  held 
one  meeting  during  the  current  year.  The  organization  as  it  was  effected 
last  year  was  continued,  viz.,  llev.  S.  N.  Callender  being  President,  and 
Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  Secretary. 

Your  Board  regrets  to  report,  that  it  has  not  yet  succeeded  in  liquidat- 
ing the  debt  incurred  in  effecting  the  loan  of  $2,000,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Printing  Establishment.  It  was  the  purpose  of  its  agent.  Rev.  M.  H. 
Sangrce,  to  have  completed  his  work  in  securing  the  funds  necessary  for 
the  payment  of  this  debt,  during  last  summer,  but  the  disastrous  strike 
occurring  just  at  the  time,  together  with  its  attendant  depression  in  the 
monetarj'  world,  discouraged  the  attemjit  under  the  then  existing  circum- 
stances. The  Board,  at  its  meeting  during  the  present  sessions  of  Synod, 
urged  upon  him  the  importance  of  immediate  effort  in  this  direction,  and 
he  has  consented  to  enter  upon  the  work  immediatel}',  and  it  is  the  hope 
and  expectation  of  j'our  Board,  that  during  the  current  Sj-nodical  year 
the  whole  remaining  amount  will  be  raised  and  paid  over.  During  the 
past  year  the  agent  has  ,'iucceeded  in  securing  and  paying  over  to  the 
Treasurer  the  sum  of  $820.28,  reducing  tlie  present  indebtedness  to  $818.- 
87.  A  considerable  jiortion  of  this  is  already  covered  by  subscriptions  and 
pledges,  but  some  three  or  four  hundred  dollars  must  yet  be  raised  in  the 
•way  of  new  subscriptions  to  meet  the  want. 

The  term  of  service  of  Rev.  S.  N.  Callender  as  member  of  the  Board 
^ill  e-xpire  Januarj-  1st,  1878. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  N.  Callender,  Pre^ideyit. 
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At  tlie  election  held  for  members  of  the  several  Boards  of  Synod ^ 
Rev.  Wm.  R.  H.  Deatrich  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Synod. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  SYNOD. 

Kev.  Wm.  E.  H.  Deatrich, 5  years, Januarv  1,  1883 

Lewis  H.  Steiner,  M.  D., 4     "     "'    1,1882 

Kev.  J.  O.  Miller, 3     "     "       1,  1881 

I      "     E.  E.  Eschbach, 2     "     "       1,  1880 

Elder  Louis  Markell, 1  year "       1,1873- 


ARTICLE  XVI. 

APPEALS  AND  REFERENCES. 

Nothino-  occurred  under  this  head. 


A^ITICLE  XVII. 

COMPLAINTS. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  reported  a  Complaint  to  Syn- 
od by  Rev.  A.  Spangler  of  the  action  of  Zion's  Classis,  in  regard  to  the 
restoration  of  F.  E.  Vandersloot  to  the  Holy  Ministry.  The  matter 
was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  A.  R.  Kremer, 
I.  Gr.  Brown,  A.  Gr.  Dole,  and  Elders  J.  T.  Motter  and.  J.  B.  Resser, 
to  examine  whether  the  Complaint  be  in  order,  and,  if  found  in  order 
to  report  the  manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  taken  up  and  tried. 

The  Committee  subsequently  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  the  Complaint  of  Kev.  A.  Sjningler  against  the  action 
of  Zion's  Classis  in  restoring  to  the  ministry,  F.  E.  Vandersloot,  beg  leave 
to  report,  that  in-as-much  as  the  Complaint  was  not  filed,  there  is  nothing 
in  the  case  on  which  this  Synod  can  base  any  action. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

A.  E.  Kremer, 

I.  G.  Brown, 

A.  G.  Dole, 

J.  Taylor  Motter, 

J.  B.  Kesser, 

Covimittee. 


COMPLAINT  OF  ELDER  ALFRED  H.  ADDAMS. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  also  reported  a  Complaint  of 
Elder  Alfred  H.  Addams  against  the  action  of  Zion's  Classis,  in  re- 
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gard  to  the  deposition  from  the  Holy  Ministry  of  0.  L.  Asheufelter, 
and  his  expulsion  from  the  communion  of  the  Church. 

This  subject  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  composed  of  Revs. 
S.  X.  Callender,  M.  H.  Sangree,  J.  G.  Noss,  and  Elders  H.W.  Roller, 
and  D.  Dunn,  to  inquire  whether  the  Complaint  be  regular,  and,  if 
found  so,  to  report  a  process  of  trial. 

The  Committee  made  the  following  report,  during  Monday  Morn- 
ing's Session,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz.  : 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  of  Complaint  against 
Zion's  Classis,  in  the  ca.«e  of  the  deposition  of  O.  L.  Ashenfelter,  by  A. 
H.  Addams,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  examined  the  record  in 
the  case,  and  find  that  the  Complaint  is  regular. 

Your  Committee  recommend  the  following  order  in  the  hearing,  to  wit : 

1.  The  reading  of  the  record  from  the  Minutes  of  Zion's  Classis,  and  so 
much  of  the  paper  filed  by  the  Complainant  as  contains  his  reasons  of 
Complaint. 

2.  That  the  Complainant  open  and  close  the  argument,  and  be  allowed 
forty  minutes  in  all,  to  he  divided  as  he  may  elect. 

3.  That  the  respondent  be  allowed  thirty  minutes. 

4.  That  alter  the  conclusion  of  the  arguments,  each  member  of  Synod 
may  speak  once  not  exceeding  five  minutes,  after  which  the  vote  shall  be 
taken  on  each  reason  of  Complaint,  sustained  or  not  sustained. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  N.   Callexder,  Chairman. 

The  trial  of  the  case  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday 
Morning's  Session. 

The  case  was  taken  up  at  the  time  designated. 

The  Minutes  of  Zion's  Classis,  bearing  on  the  subject,  were  first 
read.     After  which  the  Complaint  itself  was  read. 

The  Complainant  then  briefly  opened  the  case.  Rev.  A.  J.  Heller, 
counsel  for  the  Classis,  followed  in  defense  of  the  action  of  the  Classis. 
The  Complainant  next  addressed  Synod  for  the  alloted  time.  Subse- 
quently several  members  of  Synod  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege 
to  speak  on  the  .subject.  After  whidi  the  Synod  voted  separately  on 
each  reason  or  specification  of  Complaint,  nine  in  number,  and  in  every 
instance  the  Complaint  was  not  sustained. 


ARTICLE  XVIII. 

SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

The  Sunday-School  JJoard  presc'nt<'(l  its  fourth  Annual  Report,  dur- 
ing Thursday's  Session,  which  was   received,    am».'nded,   and   adopted 
and  is  as  follows  : 

RKPORT  OF  THE  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  HOARD. 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac  : 
The  Sundaj'-Schooi  Board  of  this  Synod  would  olfcr   its  fourth  annua] 
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report,  as  follows  :  The  work  of  the  Board,  during  the  past  year,  has  been 
but  little,  and  of  a  routine  character,  on  account  of  the  continued  ill  health 
of  the  President,  Rev.  W.  K.  Zieber. 

The  Board  regrets  that  nothing  has  yet  been  done  in  the  preparation  of 
a  Manual  on  the  Church  Year ;  but  asks  Synod  to  reiterate  the  instruc- 
tions given  two  years  ago. 

The  Board  would  suggest,  that  the  Scripture  Lessons  of  the  Reformed 
Church  Publication  Board,  should  be  improved  in  the  following  particu- 
lar. The  Committee  that  prepares  them  should  seek  to  unfold  the  Scrip- 
ture lesson  more  fully  by  increasing,  if  necessary,  the  number  of  questions. 
It  also  recommends  that  a  second  series  of  lessons,  adapted  especially  to 
young  children  and  infant  classes,  connected  with  whatever  in  the  form  of 
illustration  in  the  way  of  pictures,  &c.,  be  prepared  by  the  Editor  of  the 
Child's  Treasury,  and  published  in  the  same. 

The  Board  further  suggests,  that  this  Synod  cajl  the  attention  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  Publication  Board  to  these  recommendations. 

The  Board  would  also  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Classes  be  requested  to  hold  Sunday-school  Conven- 
tions within  their  bounds,  so  far  as  practicable. 

The  following  topics  and  speakers  have  been  chosen  for  the  stated  Sun- 
day-school service  on  Friday  Evening  : 

1.  The  Necessary  Qualifications  of  the  Sunday-school  Superintendent 
and  Teacher. — Revs.  I.  S   Weisz  and  A.  J.  Heller. 

2.  The  Missionary  Aspect  of  the  Sunday-school  Work. — Revs.  J.  W. 
Santee  and  J.  H.  Sykes. 

3.  The  Relation  of  the  Sunday-school  to  the  Catechetical  Class. — Revs. 
A.  C.  Whitmer  and  T.  F.  Hoifmeier 

The  Board  would  recommend  that  this  service  be  conducted  by  Elder 
G.  S.  Gritfith  ;  that  each  appointed  speaker  be  allowed  ten  minutes  ;  and 
that  a  collection  be  taken  up,  the  proceeds  to  be  devoted  to  the  Sunday- 
school  cause  as  the  Board  may  deem  best. 

The  Treasurer  reports,  that  $13.50  remain  in  his  hands  for  the  use  ot 
the  Board.  Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  W    Santee, 
A.  C.  Whitmer, 
G.  S.  Griffith. 

At  the  election  held  for  members  of  the  different  Boards,  Rev.  J. 
W.  Santee  was  re-elected  a  member  of  the  Board. 

MEMBERS  or  THE  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  BOARD. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Santee, 5  vears, October,  ]882 

"    A.  R.  Kremer, 4^"     "         1881 

"    W.  H.  Zieber, 3     "     "         1880 

Elder  G.  S.  Griffith, 2     "     "         1879 

Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer, 1  year, "         1878 


The  Sunday-school  meeting  was  held  on  Friday  Evening  as  appoint- 
ed, and  the  services  took  place  agreeably  to  the  programme  of  the 
Board. 
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Item  8  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  ^Ilnutes  of  Synod,  laid  on 
U^Tie  table  until  the  Sunday-School  Board  make  their  report,  was  then 
taken  from  the  table,  and  the  action  of  the  Synod  of  Winchester  in  the 
•  case  was  re-iterated. 


AKTICLE  XIX. 
CHURCH  GOVERNMENT. 

Afcordinfj;  to  item  11  of  thelleport  of  the  Committee  on  Minute.s  of 
Synod,  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  was  instructed  to  communicate  the 
action  of  Synod  last  year,  commnnding  and  enjoining  the  North  Caro- 
lina Classis  to  desist  from  the  use  of  any  Hymn  Book  not  already  al- 
lowed, until  the  General  Synod  grants  such  permission.  The  Stated 
Clerk  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac  : 

The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  report,  that,  shortly  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  last  annual  meeting  of  Synod,  he  discharged  the  duty  enjoined,  by 
writing  to  the   Rev.  J.  A.  Foil,  President  of  North  Carolina  Classis,  and 
furnished  him  with  a  full  extract  of  the  proceedings  in  the  case. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  M.  Deatkick,  Stated  Clerk. 

Item  10  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  laid 
•on  the  table  until  this  stage  of  the  Synod's  proceedings,  was  then  taken 
up,  and  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted  : 

Wherea.s,  The  Minutes  of  the  North  Carolina  Classis  are  not  at 
hand, 

Resolved,  That  action  on  this  item  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  Minutes  of  Synod  be  postponed  until  the  next  annual  meeting,  and 
that  the  North  Carolina  Classis  be  commanded  to  give  the  Synod  of- 
ficial information  in  ret^ard  to  their  action  in  the  case. 


The  Corresponding  Secretary  was  instructed  to  write  to  the  Stated 
Clerk  of  the  North  Carolina  Chassis,  and  inform  him  that  Synod  re- 
■  quires  him  to  send  forthwith  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  said  Classis  for 
the  past  y(!ar  to  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod. 


ARTICLE  XX. 

PUBLICATION. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Stated  Clerk  in  regard 
"to  the  publication  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of 
Synod,  and  was  adopted. 
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REPORT  ON  PUBLISHING  MINUTES. 

Tlie  undersigned  begs  leave  to  report,  that  he  had  twelve  hundred  and 
fifty  copies  of  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the  Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  Synod  published,  agreeably  to  the  instructions  of  Synod,  and  distributed 
them  according  to  the  directions  of  your  Keverend  Body.  He  greatly  re- 
grets that  a  number  of  typographical  errors  occur  in  the  Minutes.  They 
were  corrected  in  the  proof  sheets,  but  the  printer,  nevertheless,  allowed 
them  to  remain  uncorrected.  They  do  not,  however  mar  or  destroy  the 
proper  sense  of  the  Minutes  as  published.  They  are  annoying,  and,  to  say 
the  least,  are  an  eye-sore  to  one  desiring  exactness. 

The  Minutes  were  printed  by  Messrs.  Grant,  Taires,  and  Kodgers,  Print- 
ers for  the   Keformed   Church   Publication   Board,  as  ordered  by  Synod, 
and  at  a  cost  of  $165.00,  which  has  been  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  Synod. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk. 


The  Stated  Clerk  was   instructed  to  have  fifteen  hundred  copies  of' 
the  Minutes  of  the  pi'esent  sessions,  duly  authenticated,  published,  and 
distribute  them  among  those  entitled  to  receive  them. 


Item  1  of  the  Committee  on  Overtures,  consisting  of  the  Report  of 
the  Reformed  Church  Publication  Board,  for  the  year  ending  October 
1st,  1877,  accompanied  by  an  itemized  and  summarized  Statement  of' 
its  financial  condition,  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of 
Revs.  A.  H.  Kremer,  J.  W.  Santee,  E.  R.  Eschbach,  and  Elders  J. 
P.  Reed,  and  A   R.  Schnebly. 

This  Committee  submitted  its  report  during  Saturday's  Sessions, 
which  was  received,  discussed  at  length,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

I.    ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  PUBLICATION  BOARD  OF  THE  REFORMED 
CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

For  the  year  ending  October  \st,  1877. 

To  the  Synodsof  the  Reformed  ChurcJt  in  the  United  States,  PittshurgJi,  a7ul 
the  Potomae  : 

The  Publication  Board  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States, 
respectfully  submits  the  following  Annual  Report: 

The  Board  has  held  four  meetings  during  the  year,  and  given  close  atten- 
tion to  the  work  entrusted  to  it.  Though  the  continued  financial  pressure 
in  all  business  circles  in  the  country,  has  borne  heavily  upon  the  Board, 
in  common  with  others,  and  interposed  manj'  obstacles  in  the  waj'  of  se- 
curing the  desired  results,  yet,  on  the  whole,  the  year  has  not  passed  with- 
out affording  some  encouraging  results,  and  giving  more  or  less  promise 
of  still  greater  improvement  in  the  future. 

Proposals  were  received  at  the  first  meeting  held  in  December,  1876, 
from  different  parties,  for  doing  the  printing  of  the  Board  during  the  year 
1877,  and  the  contract  given  to  the  lowest  and  best  bidder;  and  provision 
has  been  made  for  soliciting  similar  proposals  for  the  year  1878. 

The  new  Charter,  a  copy  of  which  was  submitted  to  the  Synods  at  their 
last  annual  meetings,  has  passed  through  the  Court,  to  which  such  matters- 
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are  siibinittcd.  and  obtained  full  legal  sanction.  The  Board  has  formally 
adojitod  it,  and  has  since  been  acting- under  its  iirovisioi.s.  The  third  Sec- 
tion of  the  Charter  commits  to  the  several  Synods  rejiresented  in  the  Board, 
the  duty  of  determining  the  number  of  Trustees  who  shall  constitute  the 
Board,  and  tlie  time,  manner,  and  order  of  their  succession,  jjrovitled  that 
no  more  than  one-third  of  the  Trustees  shall  be  removed  in  any  one  year, 
and  that  at  least  two-thirds  shall  at  all  times  be  citizens  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  With  a  view  to  facilitate  the  work  involved  in  this  duty, 
the  Board  has  deemed  it  proper,  after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject, to  suggest  to  the  several  Synods,  the  mutual  ado]>tion  of  the  follow- 
ing arrangement,  and  the  carrying  of  it  into  immediate  efi'ect : 

"The  Board  shall  be  constituted  of  seven  members,  distributed  amongst 
the  three  Synods  as  at  present,  and  the  term  of  service  for  which  each 
shall  be  elected,  be  four  years.  They  shall  be  chosen  in  the  following  or- 
der :  At  the  present  meetings  of  the  Synods,  one  member  shall  be  elected 
by  each  of  the  Synods  of  the  United  States  and  Pittsburgh  ;  at  tiie  meet- 
ings of  the  following  year,  one  member  shall  be  elected  by  each  of  the  Syn- 
ods of  tlie  United  States  and  of  the  Potomac  ;  at  the  meetings  of  the  year 
next  ensuing,  one  member  shall  be  elected  by  each  of  the  Synods  of  Pitts- 
burgh and  the  Potomac  ;  and  at  the  meetings  of  the  still  ensuing  year, 
one  member  shall  be  elected  by  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  ;  and  the 
same  order  shall  be  observed  in  all  succeeding  years,  the  vacancies  occur- 
ring being  stated  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  to  the  Synods.  The 
members  of  the  jiresent  Board  shall  retain  their  places  until  they  are  suc- 
ceeded in  the  order  here  laid  down."' 

As  rumors  had,  in  some  way,  obtained  currency,  seriously  questioning 
the  solvency  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Board,  and  exerting  an  in- 
fluence damaging  to  its  interests,  the  Board,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  what 
are  the  real  facts  in  the  case,  ap])ointed  a  committee,  consisting  of  one 
member  from  each  of  the  Synods  represented  in  the  Board,  at  its  meeting 
in  July  last,  to  whom  was  a.ssigned  the  duty  of  meeting  at  the  Publication 
Rooms  on  Tuesday  morning  previous  to  the  regular  closing  quarterly 
meeting  of  the  Board,  held  on  Thursday  evening,  October  the  4th,  and  ex- 
amining into  the  condition  of  the  Establishment;  and  then  to  report  the 
result  of  their  investigations  to  the  Board.  This  committee  attended  to 
tiie  duty  assigned  it,  and  made  the  following  rejiort,  which  was  unani- 
mously adopted  : 

"The  undersigned  committee  appointed  by  the  Publication  Board  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  cxiimining  into 
the  condition  of  said  Board,  respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report : 

Your  committee  met  at  the  Rooms  of  the  Publication  Board  on  Tues- 
day, October  2nd,  1877,  and  after  a  full  and  careful  investigation  of  the 
Liabilities  and  a  fair  and  just  valuation  of  the  Assets  of  the  Board,  find  the 
fcdh.iwing  result: 

ASSETS : 

Real  Estate, 5;3r),000.00 

Other  assets  as  per  subjoined  statement 4(),491.00 

$81,491.00 

LIABILITIKS : 

Mortgage  on  real  estate $20,000.00 

Other  liabilities  as  per  subjoined  statement 29,t;0(;.83 

'■ 4!t,r,0<;.83 

Assets  over  liabilities $31,884,17 
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In  examining  the  printed  matter  on  hand,  your  committee  find  a  large 
amount,  which  has  been  ordered  by  Synod,  at  different  times,  but  which 
still  remains  on  hand  and  is  unsaleable,  and  from  this  source,  a  considera- 
ble amount  of  loss  has  been  sustained  by  the  Board. 

It  is  a  source  of  pleasure  for  your  committee  to  report,  that,  in  examin- 
ing the  stock  of  books,  stationery,  &c.,  on  hand,  we  find  it  in  great  part 
fresh,  saleable,  and  in  good  order,  reflecting  much  credit  upon  Mr.  Charles 
H.  Taylor,  the  present  efficient  Business  Agent. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Geo.  W.  Hensel, 
B.  Wolff,  Jr,, 

A     B.    WiNGERD, 

Committee. 

The  subjoined  statement  referred  to  by  the  committee  is  found  in  the 
general  statement  of  the  operations  of  the  Board  during  the  past  year  and 
of  the  present  condition  of  the  establishment,  submitted  to  the  Board  by 
the  Superintendent,  which  accompanies  this  document,  together  with  a 
full  itemized  statement  of  the  particulars,  which  make  up  the  several  items 
contained  in  the  general  statement.  Tliis  general  statement,  besides  giv- 
ing the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the  Board,  furnishes  the  following  summary 
of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  year  : 

Keceipts ^4, 479. 16 

Disbursements 36,377.36 

Excess  of  disbursements %  1,898,20 

■Treasurer's  advances  October  1,  1876 |12,357.40 

Add  excess  of  disbursement 1.898.20 

Total  advances  October  1,  1877 $14,255.60 

By  an  examination  of  the  accompanying  papers,  it  will  be  seen,  that 
there  has  been  during  the  year,  an  increase  in  the  number  of  subscribers 
over  discontinuances,  to  "Tlie  Messenger,"  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight ; 
"Guardian,"  one  hundred  and  twenty  ;  "Keview,"  eight,  and  "Lesson  Pa- 
pers," one  thousand  and  seventy-fi.ve  ;  and  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  sub- 
scribers to  the  "Child's  Treasury"  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine.  In  the 
receipts  on  account  of  the  "Child's  Treasury,"  "Lesson  Papers,"  and  "Re- 
view," there  has  been  an  encouraging  advance,  over  the  previous  year  ; 
but  in  those  on  account  of  the  "Messenger,"  the  decrease  has  been  large,  and 
merelj'  nominal  in  thecase  of  the  "Guardian."  It  isasingular  fact,  that, 
whilst  the  latter  show  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  subscrib- 
ers, there  should  be  a  falling  otf  in  the  receipts  on  their  account,  especially 
to  such  a  large  extent  as  in  the  case  of  the  "Messenger."  Had  the  re- 
ceipts for  the  year  on  their  account  borne  an  increase  over  the  receipts  of 
the  previous  year,  corresponding  with  the  increase  in  the  number  of  sub- 
scribers, the  Board  would  have  been  able  to  report  an  excess  in  the  receipts 
over  the  disbursements  for  the  year,  instead  of  an  opposite  result.  All 
this  has  occurred,  whilst  most  constant,  pressing  and  persevering  efforts 
have  been  made,  on  the  part  of  the  officials  of  the  Board,  to  secure  a 
prompt  and  full  return  of  receipts  on  account  of  the  papers  in  question. 
The  result  may  be  attributable  to  the  embarrassed  condition  of  the  mone- 
tary affairs  of  the  country,  from  the  effects  of  which,  it  is  hoped,  there 
will  soon  be  afforded  some  tangible  relief. 

The  several  periodicals  issued  by  the  Board  furnish  an  income  sufficient 
to  cover  the  expenses  incurred  in  their  publication,  except  the  "Review" 


45 

and  the  "Messenger."  The  former  still  falls  short  some  $200.  or  $300., 
as  has  been  the  case  during  ))revious  years.  As  the  continuance  of  its  jiub- 
lication  is  deemed  necessary  for  the  interests  of  the  Church,  its  friends 
should  rally  around  it,  and  give  it  at  least  a  living  supjiort.  In  regard  to 
the  latter,  "The  Messenger,"'  it  has  been  gaining  steadily  in  the  number 
of  subscribers  ever  since  its  location  in  Philadel])hia,  commencing  with 
two  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  seventy-one,  and  now  reaching  nearly 
five  thousand.  Its  income  during  a  greater  portion  of  this  time  covered 
its  expenses,  the  main  deficit  being  during  the  past  two  years,  owing  to- 
the  decrease  in  tlie  subscri])tion  price,  and  the  increased  expenses  incurred 
by  the  additional  force  employed  on  the  paper  and  the  superior  style,  in 
which  it  is  issued.  As  the  Suj)erintendent  stated  at  the  time  the  new 
departure  was  taken,  it  will  require  a  subscription  list  of  at  least  ten 
thousand  paying  subscribers  to  cover  the  expenses  incurred  in  its  publica- 
tion, and  when  the  improvement  was  ventured  upon,  it  was  hoped,  that 
this  number  of  subscriber.?  would  be  furnished  in  due  season  ;  they  can 
also  be  furnished,  if  the  ministry  and  laity  in  the  Church,  will  generally 
set  themselves  actively  to  work. 

It  i.s  gratifying  to  the  Board  to  be  able  to  say,  that  the  "The  Messenger," 
as  at  present  issued,  gives  general  satisfaction  to  the  Church,  not  a  word  of 
serious  complaint  having  been  heard  from  any  quarter.  It  is  felt,  that 
the  interests,  as  well  as  the  honor  of  the  Church,  require,  that  it  should 
continue  to  be  issued  in  its  present  superior  style;  and  no  disposition,  there- 
fore, should  be  evinced,  to  go  back  from  this  advanced  position.  There 
should  rather,  if  possible,  be  a  forward  movement  ;  and  the  Church  should 
rally  manfully  to  the  aid  of  the  Board,  sustaining  it  fully  in  this  impor- 
tant enterprize,  seeing  that,  in  that  case,  a  few  more  years  of  |successful 
labor  will  be  suflUcient  to  place  the  paper  on  the  basis  so  much  desired. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  receipts  in  the  Book  Store  during  the 
past  year.  It  is  not  very  large  ;  but  it  is  still  encouraging,  showing  that 
a  favorable  turn  has  taken  place  in  its  atlairs,  the  income  having  decreased 
from  nearly  .^22,'  00.,  as  it  was  a  short  time  before  the  commencement  of  the 
financial  panic,  to  a  little  over  $13,000.,  as  it  was  last  year.  The  improved 
conditioo  of  this  department,  the  facilities  afforded  for  purchasing  at  reas- 
onable rates  being  as  favorable  as  in  the  best  establishments  elsewhere, 
gives  much  jiromisc  for  the  future,  so  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  friends 
of  the  Church  to  make  this  an  efficient  and  powerful  agency  for  good. 

The  number  of  copies  of  the  ditierent  works  i.ssued  by  the  Board,  printed 
during  the  year,  has  not  been  as  large  as  in  former  years.  This  is  always 
governed  by  the  demand  for  the  works  ;  and  hence  the  number  may  con- 
fidently be  expected  to  increase  in  the  future,  as  the  demand  itself  for  the 
works  shall  increase.  The  Board  has  issued  only  one  ne\v  work  during- 
the  year,  and  that  is  an  improved  edition  of  Dr.  Van  Home's  "Com- 
panion of  Praise."  It  is  a  work,  which  has  special  merits  in  reference  to 
the  sjthero  it  is  intended  to  fill,  and  is  accordingly  meeting  with  a  most 
welcome  reception,  as  its  true  character  becomes  known,  and  its  merits 
are  appreciated.  It  is  a  remarkable,  but  by  no  means  strange  fact,  that 
since  its  issue,  the  demand  for  Dr.  Ilarbaugh's  "Hymns  and  Chants"  has 
been  largely  increased,  with  the  circulation  of  which,  some  of  its  friends, 
at  first,  entertained  .some  fears,  the  issue  and  circulation  of  the  "Compan- 
ion of  Praise"  would  interfere. 

With  this  statement  of  the  present  condition,  and  the  operations  of  the 
Board  during  the  past  year,  its  interests  arc  submitted  to  the  earnest  con- 
sideration of  the  respective  Synods,  under  whose  auspices  it  is  carried 
forward,  in  the  confident  hope,  that,  Whatever  action  maybe  taken,  it  will 
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be  such  as  will  serve  greatly  to  facilitate  and  advance  its  operations  in  the 
future. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  behalf  of  the  Board. 

D.  W.  Gross,  President. 
'Sam'l  R.  Fisher,  Secreiary. 
October  8,  1877. 

IT.    REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLICATION  BOARD 

The  Special  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  documents  of  the 
Publication  Board,  respectfully  report,  that  those  documents  give  a  full 
and  clear  statement  of  the  actual  condition  of  our  publication  interests,  and 
that  after  careful  deliberation  upon  all  the  facts  in  the  case,  your  Commit- 
tee take  pleasure  in  recommending  to  the  favorable  attention  of  this  body, 
the  following  resolutions  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  is  gratified  to  learn  from  the  report  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  iinancial  condition  of  the  Pub- 
licati.>n  Board,  as  found  incorporated  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Board, 
showing  a  balance  of  good  assets  over  the  liabilities  of  the  Board  of  $31,- 
884.17,  after  deducting  $21,339.16  from  the  full  value  of  the  entire  assets, 
for  worthless  accounts,  and  depreciated  values. 

2.  Rosolved,  That  this  Synod  hereby  expresses  its  satisfaction  with  the 
manner  in  which  The  Messenge)'  is  conducted,  and  its  desire  that  it  should 
continue  to  be  kept  up  to  its  present  excellent  standard ;  and  with  a  view 
of  making  its  subscription  list  Cviual,  at  least,  to  its  cost  of  publication,  in 
its  present  superior  form,  the  several  pastors  of  this  Synod  are  hereby 
earnestly  requested  to  give  it  the  widest  possible  circulation  among  their 
people,  calling  to  it  their  special  attention,  by  a  S3'stematic  eliort,  in  con- 
junction with  their  several  consistories,  before  the  close  of  the  present  year. 

3.  Resolved,  That  this  Sj'nod  also  respectfully  reiterates  its  request  to 
the  Board,  to  observe  all  due  economy  in  the  management  of  its  finan- 
cial aft'airs,  not  inconsistent  with  the  true  interests  of  the  establishment. 

Your  Committee  also  report,  that  the  financial  statement  of  the  Board 
is  so  full  and  explicit  as  to  cover  the  request  contained  in  the  Resolution 
of  this  Synod,  passed  one  year  ago,  and  referred  to  this  Committee  from 
page  41  in  its  printed  Minutes. 

The  new  Charter  for  the  Board  of  Publication,  as  reported  to  last  Synod, 
ha.s  obtained  full  legal  sanction,  and  the  Board  is  acting  under  it.  To 
meet  the  provisions  of  its  third  section,  relating  to  the  number  of  members 
to  constitute  the  Board,  and  the  order  of  their  succession,  the  Board  sug- 
gests a  plan,  found  in  its  Annual  Report,  which  the  Committee  recom- 
mend to  Synqd  for  adoption. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  H.  Kremer, 
J.  W.  Santee, 

■  E.    R      ESCHBACH, 

'  Jno.  p.   Reed, 

a.  r.  schneblt, 

Committee, 


The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  iu  reply  to  item  13  of  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  reported  that  all  the 
Minutes  of  Classes  in  their  possession  gave  evidence  of  the  Classes  hav- 
ing made  renewed  efforts  to  increase  the  circulation  of  The  Messenger. 
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HYMNS  FOR  THE  REFORMED  CHURCH  WITH  MUSIC. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  Synod  of  Hanover  to  prepare  an  d 
publish  an  edition  of  "Hymns  for  the  Reformed  Church,"  accompanied 
with  music,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and 
adopted  : 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac  : 

Your  Committee,  appointed  to  prepare  an  edition  of  the  Hymn  Book 
accompanied  with  music  respectfully  report,  that  tiie  work  assigned  them 
is  not  yet  completed.  The  whole  ground  has  been  gone  over  by  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  and  much  of  it  also 
by  your  Committee  ;  but  as  j'et  there  has  been  no  joint  session  of  the  two 
Committees  to  examine  the  work  critically,  and  to  determine  finally  in 
reference  to  it.  The  delay  of  such  joint  session  has  been  unavoidable. 
We  can  therefore  only  report  progress,  and  ask  to  be  continued  another 
year,  in  which  we  hope  to  be  able  to  finish  the  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.   E.  HiGHEE,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  XXT. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

SOCIETY   KOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  MINISTERS  AXD   WIDOWS  OF   MINISTERS. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved.  That  this  Synod  recommend  collections  to  be  taken  up  in 
the  several  congretrations  within  our  bounds  on  or  about  the  third  Sun- 
day in  June  next  for  the  benefit  of  the  Society  for  the  Rolief  of  Min- 
isters and  Widows  of  Ministers  of  the  Reformed  Ciuirch  in  the  United 
•States.  • 


During  the  Sessions  of  Monday  Morning,  the  Committee  on  Nomi- 
nations presented  their  report,  which  was  received,  aiULMided,  and 
adopted.  The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  two  hundred  tick- 
ets of  these  nominations  printed  for  the  use  of  Synod,  an<l  the  election 
was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday  ^Morning  Session. 

At  the  appointed  time,  the  election  was  held.  Revs.  H.  Wissler,  T. 
F.  Hofiineier,  W.  I.  Stewart,  and  Elder  J  B.  Resser  were  appointed 
tellers,  who  received  the  ballots,  counted  the  votes,  and  furnished  the 
President  with  the  result  of  the  election.  This  result  will  be  found 
elsewhere,  in  connection  with  the  action  of  Synod  on  the  Reports  of 
the  Boards  of  Education,  Trustees  of  Synod,  Missions  Sunday-Schools, 
and  Board  of  Visitors  and  JJoard  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary at  Lancaster,  Pa. 
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An  assessment  of  twenty-five  cents  was  laid  upon  the  members  of 
Synod,  to  remunerate  the  sexton,  and  to  meet  incidental  expenses. 
The  Revs.  J.  M.  Scheck,  B.  R.  Carnahan,  and  D.  W.  Ebbert  were  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  collect  said  assessment.  At  a  subsent  session,. 
the  Committee  reported,  as  follows,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 
To  ihe  Reverend  Syyiod  of  the  Potomnc: 

Your  Committee,  appointed  to  collect  the  assessment  of  twenty-five 
cents  from  each  member  of  Synod,  begs  leave  to  report,  that  it  has  attend-- 
ed  to  its  duty,  having  called  upon  all  the  members  of  Synod  present,  and 
have  collected  Twenty-seven  Dollars  and  Fifty  Cents,  which  amount  has- 
been  handed  over  to  the  pastor  of  the  Church. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

J.  M.  Schick, 
B.  R.  Carnahan, 
David  W.  Ebbert, 

Comynittee. 


On  motion,  it  was  ordered,  that  the  Lemmata  be  so  amended  as  to> 
have  two  additional  Standing  Committees, — one,  on  Education,  and 
one,  on  Publication. 


On  motion,  it  was  also, 

Resolved,  That  Synod  annually  appoint  a  Standing  Committee  on 
Ministerial  Necrology,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  present  to  Synod  a  brief 
history  of  the  life  and  labors  of  any  minister  of  Synod,  who  may  de- 
part this  life  during  the  Synodical  year :  said  Committee  to  report  at 
the  following  annual  meeting.  Revs.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  J.  W.  San- 
tee,  A.  J.  Heller,  and  Elders  G.  S.  Griffith,  and  I.  H.  Keefer  were  ap- 
pointed such  Standing  Committee  for  the  present  Synodical  year. 


Revs.  E.  R.  E.schbach,  A.  C.  Geary,  and  M.  H.  Sangree  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee,  through  which  all  applications  for  leave  of  absence 
were  to  be  made.     The  committee  reported  from  day  to  day. 

The  following  members  of  Synod  obtained  leave  of  absence  and  left 
before  the  sessions  closed,  to  wit : — Revs.  G.  W.  Glessner,  P.  A.  Long, 
J.%1.  Mickley,  R.  Rauhauser,  J.  Hassler,  M.  L.  Shuford,  J.  S.  Loose,. 
H.  St.  J.  Rinker,  A.  Shulenberger,  W.  D.  Lefevre.  J.  G.  Noss,  F.  S. 
Lindaman,  J.  Auk,  J.  0.  Wilier,  R  R.  Smith,  A.  H.  Kremer,  E.  E.. 
Higbee,  D.  W.  Ebbert,  E.  G.  Williams,  W.  H.  Herbert,  and  Elders 
J.  Seibert,  J.  Hefflefinger,  C.  P.  Matthaei,  J.  Hager,  S.  R.  Weaver, 
W.  W.  Wenner,  J.  Albaugh,  A.  R.  Schnebly,  I.  H.  Keefer,  G.  W. 
Betz,  G.  W.  Hench,  R.  L.  Gray,  C.  A.  Shultz,  E.  Staley,  J.  Miller, 
and  L.  Markell. 
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ARTICLE  XX IT. 

RESUMPTION  AND  CLOSE. 

The  following  resolutions  were  moved  and  adopted,  viz.  : 
Resolved,  That  the  most  eordial  thanks  of  this  Synod  aie  hereby 
tendered  to  the  Pastor,  Consistory,  and  members  of  the  First  Ecfornied 
(.Miureh  and  other  members  of  the  Keibrmed  Churehes  of  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  for  their  kind  entertainment  and  liberal  hospitality  extended 
to  us,  during  our  present  sessions. 

Resolved,  That  the  Pastors  of  the  First  and  Third  Reformed  Churches 
of  this  city  be  requested  to  read  the  foregoing  resolution  from  their 
respective  pulpits. 

Resolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  instructed  to  convey 
the  thanks  of  this  body  to  the  Ticket  Departments  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad,  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  the  Northern  Central 
Railway,  and  the  Western  Maryland  Railroad,  for  kindness  in  making- 
provision  to  pass  the  members  of  Synod  over  their  respective  roads  at 
reduced  rates  of  fare. 


The  Synodical  Roll  was  then  called  finally,  and  the  following  mem- 
bers were  found  absent  without  permission,  viz.  :  Revs.  J.  B.  Shontz, 
I.  M.  Motter,  and  Elders  E.  Krone,  H.  Hartzel,  M.  McSherry,  A.  H. 
Addams,  J.  H.  Hinea,  P.  B.  Mikesell,  and  J.  P.  Diehl. 

The  Minutes  were  then  read  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 


article  xxiii. 
adjournment: 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Synod  be  in  Convention. 
Resolved,  That  we  adjourn  to  meet  again  in  annual  sessions  in  the 
First  Reformed  Church  of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  on  Wednesday,  the  IGth 
day  of  October,  A.  D.  1878,  at  7i  o'clock,  P.  M.  9 

Adjourned  with  the  repetition  of  the  Apostles'  Creed,  singing  the 
Gloria  in  excelsis,  prayer,  the  doxology,  and  the  Apostolic  Benediction 
by  the  President. 

J.  A.  Peters,  President. 
Official  Copy  from  the  original  Minutes. 
Attest, 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk. 
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Fin.  Agt.  Mer.  College. 

Mercersburg, 

Altoona, 

College  Church, 

Greencastle, 

Huntingdon, 

Waterstreet, 

Bedford, 

Everett, 

Griudstorehill, 

Woodbury, 

St.  Clairsville. 

Friend's  Cove, 

Orbi.sonia, 

St.  Thomas, 

St.  -lohn's  Church, 

Mont  Alto, 

Shippensburg, 

Chambersburg, 

Sulphur  Spring, 

Greenfield, 

McConnellsburg, 

Woodcock  Valley, 

Schellsburg, 

Clover  Creek, 

Martinsburg, 

Middleburg, 

Waynesboro, 
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William  M.  Deatrlck, 
Isaac  G.  Brown, 
Adam  C.  Whitraer, 
Elnathan  E.  Higbee,  D.  D., 
John  H.  Sykes, 
Albert  G.  Dole, 
John  A.  Peters, 
Ellis  N.  Kremer, 
Milton  H.  Sangree, 
Henry  I.  Com  ort, 
Henry  F.  Seiple, 
David  N.  Dittmar, 
David  M.  Whitmore, 
John  M.  Schick, 
William  [.  Stewart, 
Carl  Gundlach, 
Isaac  M.  Motter, 
David  W.  Ebbert, 
William  C.  Cremer, 
William  Aug.  Gring, 
Vacant. 

Total,  36. 
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Rockingham, 

Woodstock, 

Lovettsville, 

Mt.  Crawford, 

Winchester, 

Edenburg, 

Shepherdstown, 

Martinsburg, 

Middlebrook, 

Mill  Creek, 

Without  charge, 

•suouBSajSuoo 

CO -i"  rH  C<1  IM  CO '^  rH  (M  ■*                 ICO 

MINISTERS. 

Jno.  C.  Hensell, 

G.  H.  Martin,  D.  D., 

Hv.  St.  J.Rinker, 

S.'N.  Callender,  D.D., 

C.  G.  Fisher, 

H.  Talhelm, 

J.  C.  Bowman, 

J.  A.  Hoft'heins, 

A.  .J.  Whitmore, 

B.  R.  Cariiahan, 
J.  S.  Loose, 

A.  .J.  Bowers, 
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